
Week 5 
Does God Exist? 



“Does God Exist?” 
 



 
9 Weeks 
 
1. Introduction to Personal Discipleship 
2. Keeping It Real 
3. Current Challenges to Christianity 
4. Apologetic Reasoning 
5. Does God Exist? 
6. Can We Trust the Bible? 
7. Textual Criticism 
8. Biblical Inerrancy 
9. The Trial of Jesus (Palm Sunday) 
 
 



http://sharedveracity.net/2012/09/29/does-god-exist/


Joe Webers 
 
 

Army Range Safety Manager (i.e., firing ranges) at Fort Eustis 
for the last 4.5 years 

 
BS in Physics (UDel), MS in Quality Management (NGS) 
 
Grew up Catholic; after I received Jesus at 26 I became 
Charismatic, then Baptist, and here I am! 

 
No formal theological or Bible training, except the school of 
the Holy Spirit 

 
In addition to reading/studying/learning/consuming the Bible, 
other interests include making sawdust & gardening 

Volunteer Question: 
 

What Are Some Arguments for the Existence of God? 



• Introduction 
1. “Evidence” is not “proof” 

a. An open mind is one that is willing to go where the evidence 
takes it 

b. A closed mind is one for which no proof will ever be 
satisfactory 

2. Definition of “God” that we are showing evidence for the 
existence of 
a. As Christians, we think of God as omniscient, omnipresent, 

omnipotent, and benevolent creator of the universe to Whom 
we are accountable, who exists outside of and independent of 
the universe He created 

b. First steps first. “That God is” and “Who God is” are two 
different answers. For now, God is simply He Who caused the 
universe to come into existence 

3. Evidence and arguments 
a. Arguments state a premise or several premises which lead to 

a conclusion 
b. Evidence supports the different premises 
c. The following slides use the two terms somewhat 

interchangeably 
4. Cause and effect – a fundamental and necessary concept 



• Part 1. Non-evidence 
 
1. The Holy Bible can not be used as evidence of 

God’s existence 
a. The Bible is of value only to those who already 

accept God’s existence 
b. To those looking for evidence of God’s 

existence, the Bible is merely circular reasoning 
1) How do you know God exists? The Bible 

says so 
2) Where did the Bible come from? From God 

c. The evidence that Biblical principles actually 
work does not prove that the Bible came from 
God, as it could be said they came from other 
sources first 

 



• Part 2. Evidence 

 
1. Logical arguments – premises followed by conclusion 

a. Miracles: 

1) A miracle is an event whose only adequate explanation is the 
extraordinary and direct intervention of God. 

2) There are numerous well-attested miracles. 

3) Therefore, there are numerous events whose only adequate explanation is 
the extraordinary and direct intervention of God. 

4) Therefore God exists. 

b. Idea of God: 

1) We have ideas of many things. 

2) These ideas must arise either from ourselves or from things outside us. 

3) One of the ideas we have is the idea of God—an infinite, all-perfect being. 

4) This idea could not have been caused by ourselves, because we know 
ourselves to be limited and imperfect, and no effect can be greater than its 
cause. 

5) Therefore, the idea must have been caused by something outside us which 
has nothing less than the qualities contained in the idea of God. 

6) But only God himself has those qualities. 

7) Therefore God himself must be the cause of the idea we have of him. 

8) Therefore God exists. 

 

(Both examples from Dr. Peter Kreeft at StrangeNotions.com) 



• Part 2. Evidence, continued 

 
2. Where did the universe come from? 

 
a. The “First Cause” – for every effect there has to be a 

cause 
 

b. Universe could not have existed for an eternity past 
 

c. The First Cause had to be outside of the universe – an 
effect cannot cause itself 



• Part 2. Evidence, continued 

 
3. The complexity of the universe – design requires a designer! 

a. Physical constants, outside the laws of nature, have to be 
within very close tolerance 
1) Speed of light = 299,792,458 m/sec 
2) Planck’s constant = 1.054757148 x 10-34 m2kg/sec2 

3) Gravity constant = 6.673 x 10-11 m3/kg/sec2 

b. Earth – perfect size, amount of water, distance from the 
sun, temperature, offset angle of axis, ratio of gases, 
atmospheric pressure, etc 

c. Water is amazing! Boiling and freezing temperatures, 
expansion as it freezes, ability to hold heat, maximum 
humidity, unique surface tension, etc 

d. Uniform laws of nature, and the reliability of those laws 
e. Human brain and human eye. Enough said! 
f. Things in nature contradictory to survival of the fittest 

1) Going into shock leading to death 
2) Self-sacrificial protective instincts 



• Part 2. Evidence, continued 
 
4. Morality – where did objective moral values and duties 

come from? 
a. The argument: 

1) If God doesn’t exist, objective (i.e., absolute) moral 
values and duties would not exist 

2) Objective moral values do exist 
3) Therefore, God exists 

b. C.S. Lewis in Mere Christianity 
c. Every culture has a moral “code” 



• Part 2. Evidence, continued 
 
5. DNA and life 

a. DNA contains information and instructions about how 
to use/process the information 

b. Part of the DNA sequence contains the process for 
correcting broken and corrupted parts 

c. This requires a designer 
d. Non-life does not have the ability to impart life (what is 

“life”?) 
e. That which imparts life must exist outside the universe 



• Part 2. Evidence, continued 
 
6. Our thoughts allow us to wonder about God 

a. The argument, again: 
1) We have ideas of many things. 
2) These ideas must arise either from ourselves or 

from things outside us. 
3) One of the ideas we have is the idea of God—an 

infinite, all-perfect being. 
4) This idea could not have been caused by ourselves, 

because we know ourselves to be limited and 
imperfect, and no effect can be greater than its 
cause. 

5) Therefore, the idea must have been caused by 
something outside us which has nothing less than the 
qualities contained in the idea of God. 

6) But only God himself has those qualities. 
7) Therefore God himself must be the cause of the 

idea we have of him. 
8) Therefore God exists. 

b. Those thoughts and wonderings (i.e., about God) are of 
no value if nature is all there is 

c. God reveals Himself to us 
 
 



• Part 2. Evidence, continued 
 
7. There is evil and suffering in the world 

a. This is actually better evidence for a God than for not a 
God 

b. This is actually better evidence for a “good” God than a 
“mean” God 

c. This will be briefly touched on in the videos that follow. 



ReasonableFaith.org 

http://www.reasonablefaith.org/


iTunes App Store 
Google Play (Android) 

https://market.android.com/details?id=com.subsplash.thechurchapp.reasonablefaith
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/reasonable-faith/id470571100?ls=1&mt=8


William Lane Craig: 

 

Fox News interview  
“How can I be sure God exists?” 

http://video.foxnews.com/v/2893567384001/how-can-i-be-sure-god-exists/?


Fine Tuning Argument: 

 
The Fine Tuning of the Universe 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UpIiIaC4kRA


For more arguments, see 
 
DrCraigVideos 

The Fine Tuning Argument 

The Moral Argument 

The Kalam Cosmological Argument 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UpIiIaC4kRA
https://www.youtube.com/user/drcraigvideos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OxiAikEk2vU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6CulBuMCLg0


Debate: 

 

“Does God Exist?” 
William Lane Craig vs. Stephen Law  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w7FhphWDokA


3/8 In your own words, how did we get the Bible? (Judy Williamson) 
 
3/15 What is textual criticism and why is it important? (Marion Paine) 
 
3/22  What is biblical inerrancy & why is it controversial? (Dave Rudy) 
 
3/29  Group Discussion: 
 
  
 

 
 
 

How would you answer if someone asked, 
“What is personal discipleship and why does 
it matter?” 



Volunteer Question: 
 

 
How did we get the Bible? 
 
 
(Judy Williamson) 
 



National Conference on Christian Apologetics 
 
 Oct. 16-17, 2015 Charlotte, NC 
 
 
Evangelical Theological Society 67th Annual 
Meeting 
 
 Nov. 17-19, 2015 Atlanta, GA 


