
Week 8 
Biblical Inerrancy 



“Biblical Inerrancy” 

 



 
9 Weeks 
 
1. Introduction to Personal Discipleship 
2. Keeping It Real 
3. Current Challenges to Christianity 
4. Apologetic Reasoning 
5. Does God Exist? 
6. Can We Trust the Bible? 
7. Textual Criticism 
8. Biblical Inerrancy 
9. The Trial of Jesus (Palm Sunday) 
 
 



William Lane Craig:  

 
“The Authority of Scripture & 
Defining Inerrancy” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4He2PV53RWo


Dave Rudy 
 

•  Retired engineer 
•  Grew up in the Midwest 
•  WCC usher 
• Small group leader 

Volunteer Question: 
 
 

What is biblical inerrancy & why is it controversial? 



Outline 

What is inerrancy? 

•  Common claims about errors in the Bible 

•  Chicago Statement on Biblical Inerrancy 
 

Why is it controversial? 

•  Criticisms/objections 
 

What’s at stake? 



Common claims about errors in the Bible 

 
 
 

• Simple definition:  without error. 

• “But the Bible is full of errors!” 

• Contradictory or inconsistent accounts 

• Use of round numbers 

• Loose quotations of the Old Testament in the New 

• Historical errors 

• Scientific errors 

• A more complete definition of the word is needed. 



International Council on Biblical Inerrancy (ICBI) 

 
 
 

• Historical context   Battle for the Bible  (1976) 

• Limited inerrancy view becoming widespread 

• Founded in 1977 

• Purpose:  
    to take a united stand in elucidating, vindicating, and 

applying the doctrine of Biblical inerrancy as an 
essential element for the authority of Scripture and a 
necessity for the health of the church and win it back 
to this historic position. 

 



International Council on Biblical Inerrancy (ICBI) 

 
 
 

• Executive Council 
Gleason Archer 
James M. Boice (Chairman) 
Edmund Clowney 
Norman Geisler 
John Gerstner 
Jay Grimstead 
Harold Hoehner 
Donald Hoke 

 
Audrey Wetherell Johnson 
Kenneth Kantzer 
James I Packer 
Robert Preus 
Earl Radmacher 
Francis Schaeffer 
R. C. Sproul 

 



Chicago Statement on Biblical Inerrancy (CSBI) 

 
 
 

• Chicago Summit meeting - Oct. 26-28, 1978 

• Participants from across denominational and theological 
lines within evangelical camp 

• 240 of 268 attendees signed the resulting CSBI 



Chicago Statement on Biblical Inerrancy (CSBI) 

 
 
 

Three parts: 

• 5-part Summary Statement (Short Statement) 
• 19 Articles of Affirmation and Denial 
• Accompanying Exposition of the 19 Articles 

 
Free Kindle book:   

http://www.amazon.com/Trust-Bible-Crucial-Questions-Book-ebook/dp/B0038OML7A/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1426973915&sr=1-1&keywords=can+i+trust+the+bible


CSBI Articles of Affirmation and Denial 

 
 
 

I:  Authority 

II:  Scripture and Tradition 

III:  Revelation 

IV:  Human Language 

V:  Progressive Revelation 

VI:  Verbal Plenary Inspiration 

VII:  Inspiration 

VIII:  Human Authors 

IX:  Inerrancy 

X:  The Autographs 

XI:  Infallibility 

XII:  Inerrancy of the Whole 

XIII:  Truth 

XIV:  Consistency 

XV:  Accommodation 

XVI:  Church History 

XVII:  Witness of the Spirit 

XVIII:  Interpretation 

XIX:  Health of the Church 



Example  Article VI 

 
 
 

We affirm that the whole of Scripture and all its 
parts, down to the very words of the original, 
were given by divine inspiration. 

We deny that the inspiration of the scripture can 
rightly be affirmed of the whole without the parts, 
or some of the parts but not the whole. 



Example  Article IX 

 
 
 

We affirm that inspiration, though not conferring 
omniscience, guaranteed true and trustworthy 
utterance on all matters of which the biblical authors 
were moved to speak and write. 

We deny that the finitude or fallenness of these writers, 
by necessity or otherwise, introduced distortion or 
falsehood into God’s Word. 



Example  Article XIII 

 
 
 

We affirm the property of using inerrancy as a theological term with 
reference to the complete truthfulness of Scripture. 

We deny that it is proper to evaluate Scripture according to standards 
of truth and error that are alien to its usage or purpose . 

We further deny that inerrancy is negated by biblical phenomena such 
as a lack of modern technical precision, irregularities of grammar 
or spelling, observational descriptions of nature, the reporting of 
falsehoods, the use of hyperbole and round numbers, the topical 
arrangement of material, variant selections of material in parallel 
accounts, or the use of free citations. 



Example  Article XIV 

 
 
 

We affirm the unity and internal consistency of 
Scripture. 

We deny that alleged errors and discrepancies that 
have not yet been resolved vitiate the truth 
claims of the Bible. 



Example  Article XVIII 

 
 
 

We affirm that the Scripture is to be interpreted by 
grammatico-historical exegesis, taking account of its 
literary forms and devices, and that Scripture is to 
interpret Scripture 

We deny the legitimacy of any treatment of the text or 
quest for sources lying behind it that leads to 
relativizing, dehistoricizing, or discounting its teaching, 
or rejecting its claims to authorship. 



Other activities of the ICBI 

 
 
 

• Summit II in Nov. 1982 produced the Chicago 
Statement on Biblical Hermeneutics. 

• Summit III in Dec. 1986 produced the Chicago 
Statement on Application. 

• Issued scholarly papers, books, held Congress on the 
Bible and 9 regional seminars for laity. 

• Considering its work finished, it disbanded in 1988. 



Outline 

What is inerrancy? 

•  Common claims about errors in the Bible 

•  Chicago Statement on Biblical Inerrancy 
 

Why is it controversial? 

•  Criticisms/objections 
 

What’s at stake? 



Objections/Criticisms of inerrancy 

 
 
 

• Inerrancy is based on non-existent originals. 

• Inerrancy is too negative or too technical a term. 

• Inerrancy is not taught in the Bible. 

• Inerrancy is a late 19th-century invention used to fight 
liberalism and is not the historic teaching of the church 

• Inerrancy sets boundaries on interpretation that 
discourage evangelical scholarship. 



Objections/Criticisms of inerrancy 

 
 
 

• Inerrancy is based on non-existent originals. 

• Inerrancy is too negative or too technical a term. 
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• Inerrancy is a late 19th-century invention used to fight 
liberalism and is not the historic teaching of the church 

• Inerrancy sets boundaries on interpretation that 
discourage evangelical scholarship. 



Does the Bible teach inerrancy? 

 
 
 

• The word is not found in Scripture but idea is implied. 

• Key verse:  2 Timothy 3:16 

  All Scripture is breathed out by God and is profitable . . . (ESV) 

• NT writings called “scripture”    2 Peter 3:16, 1 Tim. 5:18 

• Thus, whatever the Bible says, God says. Since God cannot lie, 
the Bible is true (without error). 

• Also, Jesus regarded the OT scriptures as the Word of God 
and submitted to it as an authoritative revelation. 



Alternative word choices 

 
 
 

• Because of the issues surround the word inerrancy  and since 
it is not found in the Bible, some prefer the use of other 
words    infallible, inspired, trustworthy, authoritative 

 

• Example    WCC Statement of Faith: 

“We believe in the inspiration of all the Scriptures by the 
Holy Spirit and that they are the final authority for 
our faith and practice.” 



Objections/Criticisms of inerrancy 

 
 
 

• Inerrancy is based on non-existent originals. 

• Inerrancy is too negative or too technical a term. 

• Inerrancy is not taught in the Bible. 

• Inerrancy is a late 19th-century invention used to fight 
liberalism and is not the historic teaching of the church 

• Inerrancy sets boundaries on interpretation that 
discourage evangelical scholarship. 



Was inerrancy the historical position of the church? 

 
 
 

• Augustine (354-430 AD): 
“ . . . I have learned to yield this 

respect and honour only to the 
canonical books of Scripture: of 
these alone I do most firmly 
believe that the authors were 
completely free from error.” 

  Letters to Jerome, 82.1.3 



Was inerrancy the historical position of the church? 

 
 
 

• Calvin (1509-1564): 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“So long as your mind entertains any 
misgivings as to the certainty of 
the Word of God, its authority will 
be weak and dubious, or rather 
have no authority at all . . .nor is it 
sufficient to believe that God is 
true, and cannot lie or deceive, 
unless you feel firmly persuaded 
that every word which proceeds 
from him is sacred, inviolable 
truth.” 

   Institutes, 3.2.6 



Was inerrancy the historical position of the church? 

 
 
 

• Key figures in the firestorm over inerrancy in the late 
19th and early 20th centuries. 

• Charles Augustus Briggs    argued against verbal 
inspiration and inerrancy. 

• Benjamin Breckinridge Warfield 
• Defender of verbal inspiration and inerrancy 

• What the Bible says, God says 



Objections/Criticisms of inerrancy 

 
 
 

• Inerrancy is based on non-existent originals. 

• Inerrancy is too negative or too technical a term. 

• Inerrancy is not taught in the Bible. 

• Inerrancy is a late 19th-century invention used to fight 
liberalism and is not the historic teaching of the church 

• Inerrancy sets boundaries on interpretation that 
discourage evangelical scholarship. 



Current issues  Genre criticism 

 
 
 

• Expanded use of genre criticism in interpreting Scripture 

• Example:   

   The gospels appear to have characteristics of Greco-
Roman biography. Unlike modern biography, this genre 
allows non-historical legend to make a point. 

• Inerrantist response: This is a denial of the historicity of 
the Gospel text and violates Article XVIII of the CSBI.. 



Current issues  Paul's view of Adam 

 
 
 

• The historicity of Adam is currently a hot topic of 
discussion in the creation vs. evolution debate. 

• Adam is a key part of Paul’s theological argument about the 
atonement of Christ in Romans 5. 

• One scholar’s approach: 

“Nevertheless, as unique as Paul’s gospel was, he wrote 
as an ancient man and naturally held widely accepted 
views on a good number of things.” 



What is at stake? 

 
 
 

• Confidence in the Bible 

• How the gospel is shared 

• The character of God 

• Authority of the Bible 



SharedVeracity.Net 

http://sharedveracity.net/2015/03/04/inerrancy-summits-and-the-valleys-of-interpretation/
http://sharedveracity.net/2012/05/28/inerrant-and-infallible/


Group Discussion Question: 
 

 
How would you answer if someone asked, 
“What is personal discipleship and why 
does it matter?” 
 
 
 



National Conference on Christian Apologetics 
 
 Oct. 16-17, 2015 Charlotte, NC 
 
 
Evangelical Theological Society 67th Annual 
Meeting 
 
 Nov. 17-19, 2015 Atlanta, GA 


