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Pentecost, the Greek name for 'Shavuot‘, is an 
ancient feast in Israel that celebrates the harvest and 
giving of the Torah on Sinai. In the Christian liturgical 
calendar, Pentecost, observed 50 days after Easter 
Sunday, marks the end of the Easter season and 
celebrates the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the 
apostles and other disciples of Jesus. 
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Ascension 
40 Days After Easter 
 
Thursday, May 14, 33 CE 
 
(1982 Years Ago) 

 
 

 
Jesus' ascension to Heaven 
depicted by John Singleton 
Copley, 1775 
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The Dating of Good Friday, Easter, Pentecost 

https://vimeo.com/31886736 

https://vimeo.com/31886736


Pentecost 
Part 1. The Holy Spirit 

What happened at Pentecost? 
 

The Holy Spirit Comes at Pentecost 
 
1 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a 
sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole 
house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that 
separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 5 Now there 
were staying in Jerusalem God–fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6 

When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each 
one heard them speaking in his own language. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Are 
not all these men who are speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears 
them in his own native language? 9 Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of 
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, 
Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and 
converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of 
God in our own tongues!” 12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What 
does this mean?” 13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too 
much wine. ” 
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What happened at Pentecost? 
 

Peter Addresses the Crowd 
 
14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: 
“Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen 
carefully to what I say.   15 These men are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in 
the morning!   16 No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 
 
17 “‘In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and 
daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream 
dreams. 
 

18 Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those 
days, and they will prophesy. 
 

19 I will show wonders in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood and 
fire and billows of smoke. 
 
20 The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of 
the great and glorious day of the Lord. 
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What happened at Pentecost? 
 
 
21 And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’ 
 

22 “Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to 
you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you 
yourselves know. 23 This man was handed over to you by God’s set purpose and 
foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing 
him to the cross. 24 But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony 
of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him. 25 David said 
about him: “‘I saw the Lord always before me. Because he is at my right hand, I will 
not be shaken. 
 

26 Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will live in hope,  
 

27 because you will not abandon me to the grave, nor will you let your Holy One see 
decay. 
 
28 You have made known to me the paths of life; you will fill me with joy in your 
presence.’ 
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What happened at Pentecost? 
 
 
29 “Brothers, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was buried, 
and his tomb is here to this day. 30 But he was a prophet and knew that God had 
promised him on oath that he would place one of his descendants on his throne.   31 

Seeing what was ahead, he spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not 
abandoned to the grave, nor did his body see decay. 32 God has raised this Jesus to 
life, and we are all witnesses of the fact. 33 Exalted to the right hand of God, he has 
received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you 
now see and hear. 34 For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he said, “‘The Lord 
said to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand 35 until I make your enemies a footstool for 
your feet.”’ 
 
36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you 
crucified, both Lord and Christ.” 
  
37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the 
other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 
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What happened at Pentecost? 
 
 

38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off —for all 
whom the Lord our God will call.” 
 
40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save 
yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41 Those who accepted his message were 
baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day. 

 
ACTS 2:1-40 (NIV84) 
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King David’s Tomb 
 
 



St. Peter’s Chair, Vatican 
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First Council of Nicea (325) 
 

First Council of Constantinople (381) 

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of all things visible 
and invisible. 

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth, and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, begotten of the Father 
[the only-begotten; that is, of the essence of the Father, God of God,] 
Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the Father; 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
of the Father before all worlds (æons), Light of Light, very God of very 
God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father; 

By whom all things were made [both in heaven and on earth]; by whom all things were made; 

Who for us men, and for our salvation, came down and was incarnate 
and was made man; 

who for us men, and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and 
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made 
man; 

He suffered, and the third day he rose again, ascended into heaven; 
he was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, and suffered, and was 
buried, and the third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures, 
and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; 

From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
from thence he shall come again, with glory, to judge the quick and 
the dead; 

whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And in the Holy Spirit 
And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of life, Who proceeds from 
the Father, Who together with the Father and Son is worshipped and 
glorified, and Who spoke from the prophets. 

In One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church, we acknowledge One 
Baptism for the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the dead and 
of the age to come. Amen. 

But those who say that: "There was a time when He was not;" and 
"He was not before He was made;" and "He was made out of 
nothing," or "He is of another substance" or "essence," or "The Son of 
God is created," or "changeable," or "alterable" - they are condemned 
by the Holy Orthodox and Universal Apostolic Church. 
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Early Creeds 
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Oldest extant manuscript of 
the Nicene Creed, dated to 
the 5th Century 



Book of Common Prayer
[1662]

 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth: 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, 
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
Born of the Virgin Mary, 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, dead, and buried: 
He descended into hell; 
The third day he rose again from the dead; 
He ascended into heaven, 
And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
The holy Catholick Church; 
The Communion of Saints; 
The Forgiveness of sins; 
The Resurrection of the body, 
And the Life everlasting. 
Amen. 

Common Worship
[2000]

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

Apostles Creed, Church of England 
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Person of the Holy Spirit 

Third person of the Trinity, coequal with God the Father and God the Son. 
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Shield of the Trinity 



Person of the Holy Spirit 

Earliest attested version 
of the Shield of the 
Trinity, from a 
manuscript of Peter of 
Poitiers' writings, c. 1210 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter_of_Poitiers
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter_of_Poitiers




Person of the Holy Spirit 

Misconceptions of the Holy Spirit: 
 

x Not the ghost of Jesus Christ 
x Not an ‘It’ 
x Not impersonal 
x Not a feeling 
x Not a created person 
x Not subordinate to God the Father or God the Son 
x Not  a force (Jehovah’s Witnesses) 
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The Holy Spirit 
 
The Holy Spirit is the third person in the Trinity.  He is fully God. He is 
eternal, omniscient, omnipresent, has a will, and can speak.  He is 
alive.  He is a person.  He is not particularly visible in the Bible because 
His ministry is to bear witness of Jesus (John 15:26). 
 
Some cults like the Jehovah's Witnesses say that the Holy Spirit is 
nothing more than a force (Reasoning from the Scriptures, 1985, pp. 
406-407). This is false.  If the Holy Spirit were merely a force, then He 
could not speak (Acts 13:2); He could not be grieved (Eph. 4:30); and He 
would not have a will (1 Cor. 12:11). 
 
The truth is that the Holy Spirit is a person the same as the Father and 
the Son are within the Trinity. 
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His Names His Attributes Symbols of Sins Against 
Power in 

Christ's Life 

God 
Acts 5:3-4 

Eternal 
Heb. 9:14 

Dove 
Matt. 3:16 

Blasphemy 
Matt. 12:31 

Conceived of 
Matt. 1:18, 20 

Lord 
2 Cor. 3:18 

Omnipotent 
Luke 1:35 

Wind 
Acts 2:1-4 

Resist (Unbelief) 
Acts 7:51 

Baptism 
Matt. 3:16 

Spirit 
1 Cor. 2:10 

Omnipresent 
Psalm 139:7-10 

Fire 
Acts 2:3 

Insult 
Heb. 10:29 

Led by 
Luke 4:1 

Spirit of God 
1 Cor. 3:16 

Will 
1 Cor. 12:11 

Lied to 
Acts 5:3 

Filled with Power 
Luke 4:14, 18 

Spirit of Truth 
John 15:26 

Loves 
Rom. 15:30 

Grieved 
Eph. 4:30 

Witness of Jesus 
John 15:26 

Eternal Spirit 
Heb. 9:14 

Speaks 
Acts 8:29; 13:2 

Quench 
1 Thess. 5:19 

Raised Jesus 
Rom. 8:11 
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The Works of the Holy Spirit 
Access to God, Eph. 2:18 Inspires prayer, Eph. 6:18; Jude 20 

Anoints for Service, Luke 4:18 Intercedes, Rom. 8:26 

Assures, Rom. 8:15-16; Gal. 4:6 Interprets Scripture, 1 Cor. 2:1, 14; Eph. 1:17 

Authors Scripture, 2 Pet. 1:20-21 Leads, Rom. 8:14 

Baptizes, John 1:23-34; 1 Cor. 12:13-14 Liberates, Rom. 8:2 

Believers Born of, John 3:3-6 Molds Character, Gal. 5:22-23 

Calls and Commissions, Acts 13:24; 20:28 Produces fruit, Gal. 5:22-23 

Cleanses, 1 Thess. 3:13; 1 Pet. 1:2 Empowers Believers, Luke 24:49 

Convicts of sin, John 16:9, 14 Raises from the dead, Rom. 8:11 

Creates, Gen. 1:2; Job 33:4 Regenerates, Titus 3:5 

Empowers, 1 Thess. 1:5 Sanctifies, Rom. 15:16 

Fills, Acts 2:4; 4:29-31; 5:18-20 Seals, Eph. 1:13-14; 4:30 

Gives gifts, I Cor. 12:8-11 Strengthens, Eph. 3:16; Acts 1:8; 2:4; 1 Cor. 2:4 

Glorifies Christ, John 16:14 Teaches, John 14:26 

Guides in truth, John 16:13 Testifies of Jesus, John 15:26 

Helps our weakness, Rom. 8:26 Victory over flesh, Rom. 8:2-4; Gal. 4:6 

Indwells believers, Rom. 8:9-14; Gal. 4:6 Worship helper, Phil. 3:3 
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Matthew 28:19 is one of those Trinitarian verses in the New 
Testament where all three persons are mentioned: “Go therefore and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” Here you have this 
baptismal formula that includes all three of the persons of the 
Godhead – the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
 
 We also find this in Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians. 2 
Corinthians 13:14 – this is Paul’s benediction at the close of that 
letter. He says, “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of 
God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.” Here 
again you have all three persons mentioned – the Lord Jesus Christ, 
God the Father and then the Holy Spirit. 
 
So the Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity co-equal with God 
the Father and God the Son. He is God the Spirit. 
 
 
William Lane Craig, Defenders 2, Doctrine of the Holy Spirit, Part 1 
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Question:   We talk about God the Father and Christ the Son so it is sort of easy to 
picture personhood with them. It is a little different with the Spirit. What would 
you say are the basic elements of personhood – what makes something a person? 
 
 
Answer:   That is a really good question. Without wanting to get too 
philosophical, I think that self-consciousness would be a necessary and probably 
sufficient condition for personhood. To be a self-conscious agent who is able to 
act in a free way, to make free decisions, would be a person. So, in saying he is 
the third person of the Trinity, we mean that the Holy Spirit is a self-conscious 
agent who acts freely. We will see that he also has all of the attributes of God, 
so this is no ordinary person. He is omniscient, omnipotent, omnipresent and 
has all of the rest of these superlative attributes so he is a very special person. 
But minimally, at least, personhood, I think, would require that you be a self-
conscious agent endowed with free will. 
 
William Lane Craig, Defenders 2, Doctrine of the Holy Spirit, Part 1 

 

Person of the Holy Spirit 

Pentecost 
Part 1. The Holy Spirit 



Pentecost 
Part 1. The Holy Spirit 

Discussion 



Next Week 
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