
The Protestant Reformation 
Part 2 



 Key figures in the Reformation movement after Luther 
 Ulrich Zwingli – Switzerland 
 John Calvin – Switzerland 
 Thomas Cranmer – England 
 William Tyndale – England   
 John Knox – Scotland 

 

 What is Reformed Theology? 
 Basic elements of Reformed Theology 

 

 Discussion 



 Zwingli lived from 1484 to 1531. 
 

 After earning B.A. and M.A. degrees at 
Basel, he became the priest in his 
boyhood church from 1506 to 1516. 
 

 In 1514, he met Desiderius Erasmus 
while he was working on a complete 
text of the New Testament in Latin and 
Greek, which was published in 1516. 
 

 From his studies of Paul’s epistles in 
Greek he discovered the truth of the 
gospel. 
 



 He became pastor of Grossmünster in 
Zurich on January 1, 1519. 
 

 In the next six years, he preached from 
Matthew 1:1 through the entire NT. 
 

 He preached against the unbiblical 
teachings of the Roman Catholic Church 
and convinced the city of Zurich to 
officially break with Rome and become 
Reformed. 
 

 He is known for his view of the Lord’s 
Supper as a memorial. 
 



 Calvin was born in France in 1509. 
 

 Originally trained as a lawyer, he 
broke from the Roman Catholic 
Church around 1530 and was 
converted around 1534. 
 

 After religious tensions provoked a 
violent uprising he fled to Switzerland. 
 

 He was recruited by William Farel to 
help reform the church in Geneva, 
where he preached and taught 
throughout the week. 
 



 In 1535, he published the first of many editions of his classic text, 
Institutes of the Christian Religion, which is widely used as a 
textbook on theology today. The final edition published in 1559 
consisted of four volumes. 
 

 Calvin wrote commentaries on all of the NT and part of the OT. 
 

 He provided many of the foundational documents for reformed 
churches. 
 

 The “five points of Calvinism” were formulated later and reflect 
only one aspect of his theology. 
 

 
 



 He believed firmly in the authority, clarity and sufficiency of 
Scripture. Human interpreters must stand below Scripture, in a 
posture of submission to it. We are to recognize the voice of God 
speaking through it. 
 

 He believed that faith is accomplished in human hearts by the 
Holy Spirit and comes about by hearing and believing the gospel. 
 

 Biblical worship was a high priority for Calvin. He advocated 
simple worship services and worship settings. The exposition of 
Scripture held a central place in worship services. 
 

 He pioneered the idea of church as a community and propounded 
the idea of a distinctly and fully Christian view of the world 
including considering work as a vocation (God’s calling). 

 
 



 He was born in 1489 in an obscure village 
to a family of little means. 
 

 He became a noted scholar and was 
appointed a fellow at Cambridge in 1510. 
 

 King Henry VIII appointed him Archbishop 
of Canterbury in 1532. 
 

 Cranmer’s chance for reform came when 
Henry’s son Edward VI became king. 
 

 He revised the Book of Common Prayer, 
wrote his Homilies and a new confession 
of faith for the church which later became 
The Thirty-Nine Articles.  



 He lived from 1494 to 1536. 
 

 His translation was the first English 
one to draw directly from Hebrew 
and Greek texts and the first to take 
advantage of the printing press. 
 

 Convicted of heresy and executed in 
1536. 
 

 The Tyndale Bible played a key role 
in spreading Reformation ideas 
across the English-speaking world. 



 He was born in 1513 or 1514. 
 

 He was ordained a priest in the 
Catholic Church in the early 1540’s. 
 

 He was introduced to Reformation 
principles by George Wishart around 
1544. 
 

 In 1554, while in exile, he went to 
Geneva to study under John Calvin. 
 

 By 1560, Knox established 
Presbyterianism as the national 
church of Scotland. 



 
 Reformed theology gets its name from the sixteenth century 

Protestant Reformation, with its distinct theological emphases, but it 
is theology solidly based on the Bible itself.  
 

 It also finds its strong distinctives in the giants of the faith such as 
Anselm and Augustine and ultimately in the letters of Paul and the 
teachings of Jesus. 
 

 Reformed Christians hold to the doctrines characteristic of all 
evangelical Christians such as the deity and true humanity of Christ, 
the necessity of the atonement for sin, the church as a divinely 
ordained institution, the inspiration of the Bible, justification by faith 
alone, the need for the new birth, the personal and visible return of 
Christ, and the Great Commission, etc. 
 



 

 The Belgic Confession of Faith (1561) 
 The Canons of the Synod of Dordt (1618-1619) 
 The Westminster Confession of Faith (1647) 

 
 Heidelberg Catechism (1563) 
 Westminster Larger and Shorter Catechisms (1648) 

 



 Sola Scriptura – Scripture alone 
 The Bible is the sole ultimate authority for Christians. 

 

 Solus Christus – Christ alone 
 Christ has done the work of salvation completely. 

 

 Sola gratia – grace alone 
 Salvation is given by God’s grace alone. 

 

 Sola fide – faith alone 
 Justification is by faith alone. 

 

 Soli Deo gloria – glory to God alone 
 To God alone be the glory. (Rom. 11:36) 

 
 These five phrases form a foundation for Reformed theology. 



 The reformed commitment to Scripture stresses the Bible’s 
inspiration, authority and sufficiency.  
 

 The chief and most distinctive aspect is its view of God’s 
sovereignty, which means that God rules over his creation with 
absolute power and authority. 
 

 It emphasizes the “doctrines of grace” with regard to salvation. 
 

 Reformed Theology is often referred to as Calvinism. 
 

 Another distinctive is the view of the history of God’s dealings 
with mankind, from Creation to Fall to Redemption to 
Consummation, under the framework of three overarching 
theological covenants of redemption, works, and grace.  
 



 Professor of Divinity at Leyden University 
after serving as a pastor in Amsterdam 
 

 Studied theology under Theodore Beza, 
Calvin’s successor 
 

 Stirred controversy by teaching views on 
salvation in conflict with the reformed 
view. 
 

 Died in 1609, almost a decade before the 
controversy over his teachings peaked. 

, 

 

 



 In 1618, a group of Arminius’s followers, the Remonstrants, 
issued a protest in the form of Five Articles to the Reformed 
Church of Holland. 
 

 Those articles were condemned by the Synod of Dordt in 1619. 
 

 The Synod’s five-point reply was an article-by-article refutation of 
the Remonstrants. 
 The position defined by the Synod in their response has come to be 

known popularly as “Calvinism.” 
 Calvin himself never systematized his doctrine into five points. 

 

 The Canons of the Synod of Dordt thus constituted the 
Reformation’s official reply to the Arminianism of the 
Remonstrants. 
 



(1)  Total (or radical) depravity 
 

 Calvinism: 
 Sin affects every aspect of our being – body, soul, mind, will, etc. 
 It does not mean that all persons are as bad as they possibly could be. 
 Because of the Fall, all men are by nature spiritually dead and their wills 

are in bondage to their sin nature. 
 Thus, men are unable to by themselves to savingly believe the gospel. 

 

 Arminianism: 
 Human nature was seriously affected by the fall but man is not left in a 

state of spiritual helplessness. 
 Man has a free will which is not enslaved to his sin nature. 
 Man has the power to either cooperate with the Holy Spirit and be 

regenerated or to resist God’s grace. 
 Faith is man’s contribution to salvation. 

 



(2)  Unconditional election 
 

 Calvinism: 
 God’s choice of certain individuals for salvation before the foundation of 

the world rested solely on his sovereign will. 
 This choice was not based on foreseen faith. 
 God gives faith and repentance to each individual he has selected. 

 

 Arminianism: 
 God’s choice of certain individuals for salvation before the foundation of 

the world was based on his foreseeing that they would respond of their 
own free will to his calling and believe. 

 It was left entirely up to man to determine who would believe and 
therefore who would be elected to salvation. 

 
 



(3)  Particular redemption (or limited atonement) 
 

 Calvinism: 
 Christ’s redeeming work was intended to save the elect only and it 

secured salvation for them. 
 

 Arminianism: 
 Christ’s redeeming work made it possible for everyone to be saved, but it 

did not secure the salvation of anyone. 
 Christ’s redemption becomes effective only if man chooses to accept it. 
 



(4)  Irresistible grace 
 

 Calvinism: 
 In addition to the outward general call to salvation, which is made to 

everyone who hears the gospel, the Holy Spirit extends to the elect a special 
inward call that inevitably brings them to salvation. 

 By means of this inward call, the Spirit irresistibly draws elect sinners to 
Christ, causing them to cooperate, believe, repent and come freely and 
willingly to Christ. 

 God’s grace never fails to result in the salvation for those for whom it was 
intended. 

 

 Arminianism: 
 The Spirit calls inwardly all those called outwardly by the gospel invitation. 
 Since man is free, he can effectively resist the Spirit’s call. 
 Man has the power to either cooperate with the Holy Spirit and be 

regenerated or to resist God’s grace. 
 God’s grace is not invincible. 

 



(5)  Perseverance of the saints 
 

 Calvinism: 
 All those who are chosen by God, redeemed by Christ, and given faith by 

the Spirit, are eternally saved. 
 They are kept in faith by the almighty power of God, and thus persevere 

to the end. 
 It might be better to say “the perseverance of God with the saints.” 

 

 Arminianism: 
 Those who believe and are truly saved can lose their salvation by failing 

to keep up their faith. 
 (Not all Arminians have agreed on this point.) 

 



True saving faith has three elements:  
 

 Knowledge 
 The content of the faith, the information to be received, understood and 

embraced 
 Assent 

 Believing or agreeing that the content is true. 
 Intellectual assent 

 Trust (or commitment) 
 Involves a yielding of oneself to Christ which goes beyond knowledge of 

and beyond agreeing with the gospel. 
 



 Arminian leanings – Methodists, Christian Churches and Churches of 
Christ, General Baptists, Seventh-Day Adventists, Church of the 
Nazarene, Wesleyan Church, Mennonites, and many Southern 
Baptist churches. 
 

 Calvinistic leanings – Reformed denominations, Reformed Baptists, 
Presbyterians, Congregationalists, and an increasing number of 
Southern Baptist Churches. 
 

 Arminianism is the majority position in the church in America today. 
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