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Ezekiel 

Sep. 17, 592 BC Jan. 15, 588 BC 

587 or 586 BC 
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EZEKIEL'S DATED PROPHECIES 

Groups of Dated 
Messages Passages 

Ezekiel's Calendar 
Month/Day/Year 

Modern Calendar 
Month/Day/Year 

1st 1:1—3:15 4/5/5  July 31, 593 

2nd 3:16—7:27 4/12/5 Aug. 7, 593 

3rd 8:1—19:14 6/5/6 Sept. 17, 592 

4th 20:1—23:49 5/10/7 Aug. 14, 591 

5th 24:1—25:17 10/10/9 Jan. 15, 588 

6th 26:1—28:26 ?/1/11 ? 1, 587 or 586 

7th 29:1-16 10/12/10 Jan. 5, 587 

8th 29:17—30:19 1/1/27 Apr. 26, 571 

9th 30:20-26 1/7/11 Apr. 29, 587 

10th 31:1-18 3/1/11 June 21, 587 

11th 32:1-16 12/1/12 Mar. 3, 585 

12th 32:17—33:20 ?/15/12  ? (Mar.) 17, 585 

13th 33:21—39:29 10/5/12 Jan. 9, 585 

14th 40:1—48:35 1/10/25 Apr. 28 (or Oct. 
22), 573 

Dating Ezekiel 
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Jerusalem 
Walls 
Breached 
29 July 587 
BC 



900 miles 

(up to 5 months) 



Visitors look at a model of a Jewish village from 

ancient Babylonia during an exhibition at the Bible 

Lands Museum in Jerusalem. 

http://www.blmj.org/en/template/default.aspx?PageId=18


The palm sized tablets that reveal what life was 

really like for Jews exiled in Nebuchadnezzar's 

Babylon 

 
•Ancient clay tablets were discovered in modern-day Iraq 

•Exhibition based on 100 cuneiform tablets no bigger than an adult's palm 

•Show contracts between Judeans driven from, or convinced to move 

from, Jerusalem by King Nebuchadnezzar around 600 BC 

•Detail trade in fruits, taxes paid, debts owed and credits accumulated 

 

By Reuters and Mark Prigg For Dailymail.com  

Published: 08:45 EST, 3 February 2015 

 

 

Read more: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-2937909/Ancient-

tablets-reveal-life-Jews-Nebuchadnezzars-Babylon.html#ixzz3tUKFF7ZV  

 

 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/search.html?s=&authornamef=Reuters
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The exhibition is based on more than 100 cuneiform 

tablets, each no bigger than an adult's palm 



They detail transactions and contracts between Judeans 

driven from, or convinced to move from, Jerusalem by 

King Nebuchadnezzar around 600 BC.  

 



A clay tablet from 572 BCE, the earliest known text documenting the 

Judean exile in Babylonia 

http://cdn.timesofisrael.com/uploads/2015/02/SOFER_001r.jpg


Bulla containing the name of the scribe of the 

king of Judah from the time of the Babylonian 

conquest 



The exhibition details one Judean family over four generations, starting 

with the father, Samak-Yama, his son, grandson and his grandson's five 

children, all with Biblical Hebrew names, many of them still in use today. 



Ancient storage jars, believed to be from ancient 

Babylonia, are displayed during the exhibition. 
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Ezekiel Chapter 24. 
 
Until now Ezekiel had predicted that judgment would 
fall on Jerusalem and Judah in the future. The day 
of that judgment finally arrived, and he proceeded to 
announce it with a parable and two acted signs or 
"action sermons." 



Ezekiel 24:1-14 
 
The Parable of the Cooking Pot represented the siege 
of Jerusalem, which began on the day that Ezekiel 
told this story.  Ezekiel's ability to announce the 
beginning of the siege from Babylon validated his 
ministry as a prophet. The Jews later memorialized 
this special day with an annual fast (Zech. 8:19). 
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Ezekiel 24:1-14 
 
Ezekiel was to announce woe on the bloody city (no 
longer the holy city) of Jerusalem (cf. Nah. 3:1), which 
the pot represented (cf. 11:3, 7, 11; Jer. 1:13-14). The pot 
had rust (Heb. hel'ah) in it that evident ly stood for 
the blood of the people slain there (cf. 22:1-16). 
Ezekiel was then to draw several pieces of meat out 
of the pot at random, perhaps signifying God 
rescuing a remnant from judgment. 
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Ezekiel 24:1-14 
 
Blood was in Jerusalem's midst like the blood of a 
sacrifice that had not been drained out on the ground 
and covered up (atoned for) as the Law prescribed 
(Lev. 17:13). Israel's sins were open for all to see, like 
blood on a bare rock (cf. Isa. 3:9). Not only was 
Jerusalem a city that had shed much innocent blood, 
but it was an unacceptable sacrifice to God because 
of the blood that was in it.  
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Ezekiel 24:1-14 
 
Therefore Yahweh was draining the blood out of 
Jerusalem by allowing the Babylonians to slay the 
Jews in it. The innocent blood that the Jerusalemites 
had shed had cried out to God for Him to take 
vengeance and to execute wrath on the murderers, as 
Abel's blood had done (Gen. 4:10; cf. Isa. 26:21). As 
the people of Jerusalem had shed blood openly, so 
the Lord would shed their blood openly, on the bare 
rock of Jerusalem.  
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Ezekiel 24:1-14 
 
This second oracle (vv. 9-13)stresses not the boiling 
of meat in the pot but the cleansing of the pot by 
superheating, a second stage in God's judgment 
process. The Lord pronounced woe on the bloody city 
of Jerusalem and promised to make the pile of 
bones of the slain inhabitants great (cf. Isa. 30:33). 
Therefore Ezekiel was to kindle a strong fire, to boil 
the meat well, to mix in the spices normally used 
when meat was cooked this way, and to let the bones 
burn. All this symbolized the fierceness of the attack 
on Jerusalem and the many people that would die 
there.  
 

Ezekiel & the  

Sovereignty 

of God 



Ezekiel 24:1-14 
 
Then Ezekiel was to empty the pot of its contents 
and replace it on the coals, with the fire burning 
hot ly under it, so it would glow and all the impurities 
in it would burn up. This represented the continuing 
purification of Jerusalem after all the Jews had left 
it. The rust represented the uncleanness of Jerusalem 
that God would cleanse by using the Babylonians to 
burn it. 
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Ezekiel 24:1-14 
 
In conclusion, the Lord promised that this judgment 
would come as He had predicted. He would not change 
His mind or mitigate the punishment. He would 
thoroughly judge the people because of their conduct 
and actions. They would be the meat and He would 
provide the heat. This (v. 14) is the most emphatic 
affirmation of divine resolve in the book.  
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Ezekiel 24:15-27 
 
The preceding parable pictured the siege of 
Jerusalem itself. The symbolic acts that Ezekiel 
performed next, evident ly on the same day, 
represented how the exiles were to respond to the 
news of Jerusalem's siege.  
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Tisha B'Av is commemorated on the evening of Monday, 

August 4, 2014 and continues until sundown on August 5. 

The ninth day of the Hebrew month of Av -- Tisha B'Av -- is 

the day in the Hebrew calendar when great calamities befell 

the Jewish people, including the destruction of both 

Temples in Jerusalem, the fall of the fortress Beitar in the 

Jewish rebellion against Rome in 136 CE, and the expulsion 

of Jews from Spain in 1492.  The day is commemorated with 

fasting, prayers and the reading of Lamentations.  



Ezekiel 24:15-27 
 
The Lord told Ezekiel that He was about to take the 
life of his beloved wife. The prophet was not to 
mourn, weep, or shed any tears over this personal 
tragedy (cf. Jer. 16:5-13). Such an announcement raises 
the question of whether God commits unprovoked 
acts of cruelty just to illustrate a point. In view of 
revelations of God's character here and elsewhere, we 
should probably interpret this statement as meaning 
that God allowed (or directed) Ezekiel's wife to die at 
this precise time. He used her death, which He 
predicted to the prophet, to communicate a message 
to His people (cf. the unfaithfulness of Hosea's 
wife).  
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Ezekiel 24:15-27 
 
The text does not say that God put her to death as 
an object lesson. She could have been ill for some 
time before she died. Another similar situation 
involved God allowing the death of His innocent Son to 
occur at precisely the time God intended, as another 
expression of His love and judgment. Just because 
God controls the time of every person's death, He 
should not automatically be charged with cruelty 
because He chose this time for Ezekiel's wife's death. 
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Ezekiel 24:15-27 
 
Ezekiel was to observe none of the customary acts 
of mourning over the death of his loved one, which 
included throwing dust on his head, going barefoot, 
covering his mustache, and eating a modest meal 
after a day of fasting (cf. 2 Sam. 1:12; 3:35; Jer. 
16:7; Hos. 9:4). Mourning was not appropriate in 
cases of capital punishment. 
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Ezekiel 24:15-27 
 
On the morning of the next day, Ezekiel addressed the 
people, and that evening his wife died. The prophet 
replied that the Lord had said that He was about to 
destroy the temple and to slay the relatives of the 
exiles who remained in Jerusalem. The Jews loved the 
temple. Ezekiel instructed the people to respond to 
their tragic loss as he had to his. 
 
The reason they were not to mourn publicly but only 
privately, though unstated, was that the judgment 
that God executed on Jerusalem was deserved. 
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Ezekiel 24:15-27 
 
Ezekiel was not to deliver any more prophetic 
messages to his fellow exiles after he made the 
explanation in verses 20-24 until he received word of 
the destruction of the temple and the capture of the 
remaining Judahites. This message reached him five 
months later (33:21). His enforced dumbness must 
have been limited to prophecies concerning Israel, 
however, because 25:1—33:20 contains oracles against 
foreign nations some of which are dated during the 
siege of Jerusalem. 
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Ezekiel 24:15-27 
 
When the news of Jerusalem's fall arrived, Ezekiel 
could resume speaking about Israel, because the Lord 
would give him additional prophecies about Israel (cf. 
33:21—48:35). His silence concerning Israel's affairs 
during the siege of Jerusalem would have been 
fur ther testimony to his sorrow. Ezekiel was to be a 
model for the exiles of how they should respond to 
the siege of Jerusalem. They should treat it as an 
unspeakable tragedy. Ezekiel's example would teach 
the exilic community that Yahweh really was God. 
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Ezekiel 24:15-27 
 
"This is a pivotal chapter in the development of the 
book. Until now Ezekiel has variously proclaimed the 
Lord's coming judgment on Jerusalem and Judah. He 
has systematically answered each argument against 
the impending judgment. Nothing remained except for 
the enactment of that discipline recorded in this 
chapter. The beginning of Babylonia's siege of 
Jerusalem was described. Then Ezekiel prophesied 
against the foreign nations who had abused Judah 
and mocked her during her judgments (25:1—33:20). 
These foreign nations would be judged for their 
wicked attitude and actions toward Judah. However, 
the hope of future restoration and blessing would be 
promised to Judah.” 
Alexander, Ralph H. Ezekiel. Everyman's Bible Commentary series. Chicago: Moody Press, 1976. 
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“Ahiel's House” (City of David) 

 

The most prominent of the three is a four-room house with two monolithic pillars that once supported its 

flat roof (note the pair of upright pillars on the small platform in the bottom center of the above photo; 

also below). The house had an outside stone staircase leading to a second story. The outside of Ahiel's 

house (east) was badly preserved, but the western side on the hill was well preserved. Inside the house 

were found cosmetics and housewares. In a small storage room over fifty jars were found. Its occupant 

was identified by an inscription on a jar fragment as "Ahiel" who settled here during the reign of one of 

Hezekiah's successors. It was probably a fairly attractive piece of real estate, with an impressive view of 

the Kidron Valley. But, in the summer of 586 BC, his house commanded a terrifying view of the siege by 

a Babylonian army that was about to break through Jerusalem's walls. Excavators found that Ahiel's 

home was one of many torched by Babylonian soldiers who ultimately destroyed the Temple, 

sitting atop the next hill to the north. 

Not only did Ahiel have a nice house, he had that rarest of 

ancient conveniences, a bathroom with a carved stone toilet 

seat, complete with a second hole for males who chose to 

urinate while sitting down. A shallow bowl found alongside 

could have been used for water to flush the waste, or to pour 

a liming agent into the 6-foot-deep cesspit below. 

Archaeologists excavated the cesspit and discovered it 

had been left untouched since the 586 BC siege. Traces 

of bacteria and other wastes confirmed that the people 

of Jerusalem were forced to eat wild plants and weeds 

to avoid death by starvation. 

http://www.wingsofeaglesct.com/JERUSALEM_TOUR/exile.htm
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http://www.cityofdavid.org.il/en/archeology/finds/house-ahiel-storage-jars-and-toilet
http://www.cityofdavid.org.il/en/archeology/finds/house-ahiel-storage-jars-and-toilet
http://www.cityofdavid.org.il/en/archeology/finds/house-ahiel-storage-jars-and-toilet
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“The Burnt Room House” (City of David) 

 

The second of the three houses built on the terraces of the "Stepped-Stone Structure" is one designated 

the "Burnt-Room House" (below) by excavators. Arrowheads found on the floor amid carbonized 

wood from the ceiling attest to the fierce battle that proceeded the conquest and destruction by 

the Babylonians, as described in 2 Kings 25:8 -9: "On the seventh day of the fifth month, in the 

nineteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, Nebuzaradan commander of the imperial guard, an 

official of the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem. He set fire to the temple of the Lord, the royal palace 

and all the houses of Jerusalem. Every important building he burned down." 

http://biblia.com/bible/niv/2 Kings 25.8 -9
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/2 Kings 25.8 -9
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/2 Kings 25.8 -9
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Ezekiel Chapter 26. 
 
This chapter consists of four related prophecies, the 
first four of seven dealing with God's judgment of 
Tyre. 



Ezekiel 26:1-6 
 
This chapter consists of four related prophecies, the 
first four of seven dealing with God's judgment of 
Tyre. Divine judgment would come on this city-state 
because its people rejoiced at Jerusalem's destruction 
(cf. 25:3; Gen. 12:3; Prov. 15:5b). According to other 
prophets the Tyrians had also sold Jews as slaves 
to the Greeks and Edomites (Joel 3:4-8; Amos 1:9-10). 
The Tyrians viewed Jerusalem's destruction as 
advancing their commercial interests. The Tyrians 
controlled the sea routes, but Judah had controlled the 
land routes. 
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Ezekiel 26:1-6 
 
The Lord would set Himself against Tyre and would 
bring up many nations against her, like waves 
against her shore. This was an apt description since 
both par ts of ancient Tyre stood on the shore of 
the Mediterranean Sea. These nations would destroy 
Tyre's defensive for tifications and would even 
scrape the site as clean as a rock (Heb. sela'), a play 
on the name of the city (Heb. sor). 
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Ezekiel 26:1-6 
 
Alexander the Great led the third "wave" of God's 
judgment that destroyed the walls of for tified Tyre 
in 332 B.C. He was the first to conquer both par ts 
of the city in batt le. He did so by enlarging the 
causeway from the mainland to the island and then 
attacking the island for tress by land and by sea. 
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Ezekiel 26:1-6 
 
Fishermen would someday use the site as a place to 
spread their nets to dry. The picture Ezekiel 
presented was that of the debris of the mainland 
city being pushed out into the sea where it would 
become a flat surface. Tyre would become spoil for 
the nations. 
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Ezekiel 26:7-14 
 
The Lord next identified Tyre's destroyer by name 
(Nebuchadnezzar), described him as powerful, and 
revealed the circumstances of Tyre's conquest and 
destruction. This would be the first "wave" of 
conquest, and the Lord described it more fully than 
the later ones. 
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Ezekiel 26:7-14 
 
Tyre's enemies ("they") would take much spoil from 
the city and would push its physical remains into the 
sea (cf. Zech. 9:3-4). God accomplished this by the 
hand of Alexander the Great who used the rubble 
from the mainland town to widen the causeway (mole) 
to the for tress on the peninsula. 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siege_of_Tyre_(332_BC)


Ezekiel 26:7-14 
 
The Lord would silence the singing and music in Tyre 
(cf. Isa. 23:16; Rev. 18:22). He would turn its site into 
a bare rock suitable for the drying of fishnets (cf. 
25:5-6). Moreover the city would not rebuild on that 
site again, a very unusual phenomenon in ancient 
times. 

Ezekiel & the  

Sovereignty 

of God 



Ezekiel 26:19-20 
 
The Lord fur ther promised that after He destroyed 
the city by deluging it with great waves of invaders 
(cf. v. 3), it would die like a person placed in a grave 
(cf. 31:16; 32:18, 23-25, 29-30). It would go down into 
Sheol, as it were, and so lose its glory. He pictured 
the island for tress as submerged beneath a sea of 
invaders that would bury it (cf. 31:14-18; 32:13-32; Isa. 
14:4-21). 
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Ezekiel 26:21 
 
Terrors would over take the people, and the city would 
exist no longer even though others tried to find it (cf. 
27:26-35). They would search for the city on its 
former site but would discover that it was not there. 
In other words, it would enjoy no continuing 
impor tance in history. Today only a small fishing 
village exists on the site, and sailors use the rocks to 
dry their nets (cf. v. 14). 
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Tyre Today 
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Ezekiel 
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Study Notes 
Constable’s Notes on Ezekiel 

http://www.soniclight.com/constable/notes/pdf/ezekiel.pdf


Questions? 


