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Ezekiel Chapter 36 
 
The chapter contains the most comprehensive 
enunciation of the plan of redemption to be found in 
this book, setting for th all the factors that comprise 
God's plan of salvation.  Ezekiel 36 parallels the New 
Covenant God promised to Israel and Judah in 
Jeremiah 31. This covenant includes at least three 
specific elements: (a) restoration to the land (Ezek. 
36:24; Jer. 31:27-29), (b) forgiveness of sin (Ezek. 
36:25; Jer. 31:34), and (c) the indwelling presence of 
God's Holy Spirit (Ezek. 36:26-27; Jer. 31:33). 



Ezekiel Chapter 36 
 
The future of Israel in chapters 36 and 37 can be 
summarized in four words:  
 
•restoration,  
•regeneration,  
•resurrection, and  
•reunion. 
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Ezekiel 36:8-15 
 
Verses 8-15 contain four promises concerning the land. 
First, the land would become productive because the 
Israelites would soon come back into the land. Second, 
the Lord promised to fill all the land with Israelites, 
to enable them to live in their cities and rebuild the 
places that had become ruins (cf. 6:3, 5-7). Third, the 
Lord would cause the people of Israel to take 
possession of these mountains as their inheritance 
and never leave them again (cf. Gen. 12:7). Four th, He 
would not allow the Israelites to hear insults from 
their neighbors any longer, to bear disgrace any 
longer, or to stumble in their affairs any longer. He 
would restore them to their prestigious position as 
His Chosen People (cf. Deut. 28:13; Zech. 8:13, 20-23). 
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Ezekiel 36:22-23 
 
Ezekiel was to tell the Israelites that it was in spite 
of them that God would act for them; He would 
deliver them for the sake of His own reputation that 
they had profaned (cf. 20:39). He would vindicate His 
reputation as being a holy (unique) God when He 
proved Himself such in the sight of the nations (cf. 
Exod. 5:2; 9:16; 32:11-18; Lev. 18:21; 20:3; 22:31-33; 
Num. 14:13-19; Deut. 29:1—30:10). 
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Ezekiel 36:31-32 
 
This context and that of similar accounts of God's 
restoration of Israel to her land, along with the 
historical perspective, make it clear that the return 
mentioned in this passage does not refer to the 
return to Canaan under Zerubbabel but to a final 
and complete restoration under the Messiah in the 
end times. The details of Israel's reestablishment on 
her land set for th above simply did not occur in the 
returns under Zerubbabel, Ezra, and Nehemiah. 



Ezekiel 36:37-38 
 
In analyzing Ezekiel's doctrine of the salvation of 
Israel, the salient factors are as follows: 
1) The preeminent motive in their redemption is the 

glory of God (vv. 22, 32). 
2) Israel will know ultimately that their God is the 

Lord (v. 38). 
3) There will be an abhorrence of their sins (vv. 31-

32). 
4) Forgiveness of their sins will be realized (v. 25). 
5) Regeneration will be effected (11:19; 18:31; 36:26-27).  
6) The gift of the Holy Spirit will be granted (v. 27; 

37:14). No prophet before him assigns the ministry 
of the Holy Spirit in regeneration such a precise 
place as Ezekiel does. 

7) Included is obedience to God's laws (v. 27; 11:20). 
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Ezekiel 36:37-38 
 
By faith in Jesus Christ, Gentiles as well as Jews 
present ly experience many of the same blessings that 
God promised here to bring to the entire nation of 
Israel in the future. But this should not lead us to 
conclude that these promises have no future 
fulfillment with Israel but are only fulfilled spiritually 
in the church. 



ISSUE COVENANT POSITION DISPENSATIONAL POSITION 

PATTERN OF HISTORY Covenant of Works with Adam; Covenant of Grace 
with Christ on behalf of elect (some distinguish 
between Covenant of Redemption with Christ and 
Covenant of Grace with the elect). 

Divided into dispensations (usually seven); e.g., 
Innocence (pre-Fall), Conscience (Adam), Human 
Government (Noah), Promise (Abraham), Law 
(Moses), Grace (Christ's First Coming), Kingdom 
(Christ's Second Coming).  

VIEW OF HISTORY Optimistic: God is extending His kingdom. 
 

Pessimistic: the Last Days are marked by 
increasingly worse wickedness in the world and by 
apostasy in the church.  

GOD'S PURPOSE IN HISTORY There is a unified redemptive purpose. There are two distinct purposes, one earthly 
(Israel), one heavenly (church). 

VIEW OF THE BIBLICAL COVENANTS They are different administrations of the Covenant 
of Grace. 

They mark off periods of time during which God's 
specific demands of man differ. 

RELATIONSHIP OF OLD TESTAMENT TO NEW 
TESTAMENT 

Acceptance of Old Testament teaching required 
unless specifically abrogated by New Testament. 

Old Testament prescriptions are not binding unless 
reaffirmed in New Testament. 

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN ISRAEL AND THE CHURCH The church is spiritual Israel, in continuity with true 
Israel of Old Testament. 

The church is the spiritual people of God, distinct 
from Israel, the physical people of God. 

OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECY Refers to God's people, the church. Refers to ethnic Israel. 
CHURCH AGE God's redemptive purpose continued to unfold. There is a parenthesis between past and future 

manifestations of the kingdom. 
ROLE OF HOLY SPIRIT The Holy Spirit indwells God's people throughout 

history. 
The Holy Spirit indwells God's people only from 
Pentecost to the Rapture. 

BAPTISM Unified covenant generally used to support infant 
baptism. 

Israel/church distinction often (but not always) used 
to support believers' baptism. 

SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS Emphasizes "cultural mandate." The only way to save the world is to save 
individuals; therefore evangelism takes precedence 
over "social action." 

ESCHATOLOGY Usually amillennial; rarely postmillennial; 
occasionally premillennial. 

Premillennial, usually pretribulational. 

MILLENNIUM Symbolic, often identified with present age. Literal, earthly 1000-year reign after Second 
Coming.  

A Comparison of Historic Covenant and Historic Dispensational Theology 
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Ezekiel 36:37-38 
 
It should be clear that the realization of these 
promises did not come to fruition in the postexilic 
period, nor have they been fulfilled today. Israel as a 
nation is not regathered and has not experienced 
spiritual regeneration, and the land of Palestine is 
not characterized by the supernatural fecundity 
described in Ezekiel 36:22-38. 

http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/fecund
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Ezekiel Chapter 37:1-14 
 
On the surface, New Testament references to the 
realization of the new covenant in the present era 
are problematic, for Jeremiah and Ezekiel spoke of 
this covenant being made with Israel, not the Gentiles. 
Some argue that the church is the new 'Israel' through 
which the Old Testament promise is fulfilled. Others, 
insisting on a sharp distinction between Israel and 
the church, propose that the new covenant mentioned 
in the New Testament is distinct from the one 
promised in the Old Testament. … 
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Ezekiel Chapter 37:1-14 
 
... A better solution is to propose an 'already/not yet' 
model, which sees a present realization of the 
promises in the church and a future fulfillment for 
ethnic Israel. Only this mediating view does justice to 
the language of both the Hebrew prophets and the 
New Testament. Just because the Hebrew prophets 
mention only Israel as the recipient of the covenant 
does not mean that others could not be recipients as 
well; just because the New Testament focuses on a 
present realization through the church does not 
preclude a future fulfillment for Israel. 
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Ezekiel Chapter 37:1-14 
 
Notice that what God promised was both a spiritual 
and a physical restoration of the Israelites, and the 
end time is in view (cf. Matt. 24:30-31). So this is 
not a vision of the physical resurrection of all 
Israelites sometime in the future, nor is it a vision 
of the spiritual salvation of Jews and Gentiles in the 
future. Old Testament passages teaching the 
resurrection of human beings include 1 Kings 17; 2 
Kings 4:13-37; 13:21; Isaiah 25:8; 26:19; Daniel 12:2; and 
Hosea 13:14. 
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Ezekiel Chapter 37:15-19 
 
One stick represented the Jews of the Southern 
Kingdom of Judah and the other the Jews of the 
Nor thern Kingdom of Israel. Ezekiel was then to join 
the two sticks together in his hand end to end so 
they appeared to be one stick. Mormonism teaches 
that the two sticks represent the Bible (the stick of 
Judah) and the Book of Mormon (the stick of 
Joseph), but the rest of the passage refutes this 
interpretation. 

http://zechariahspatrol.com/?p=1106
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Ezekiel 37:15-19 
 
When Ezekiel's audience asked him what his symbolic 
act represented (cf. 4:1; 5:1; 12:9; 17:12; 20:49; 24:19), 
he was to tell them that the Lord said He would 
combine the two par ts of Israel into one whole nation 
(cf. Isa. 11:12-13; Jer. 3:18; Hos. 1:11). This promise 
refutes the teaching of British Israelism and other 
groups who hold that the 10 nor thern tribes were lost 
and later became some other national entity (cf. Isa. 
43:5-7; 49:5-6; Jer. 3:12-15). We know comparatively 
litt le about the history of the exiled nor therners, but 
there is no evidence of any return. There was Jewish 
awareness of nor thern tribes in Assyria: the 
apocryphal book of Tobit has such a setting. 
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Ezekiel 37:24-25 
 
They would have only one king who would shepherd 
them so that they would follow the Lord faithfully (cf. 
Exod. 19:5-6; Lev. 26:12; Deut. 7:6; 14:2, 21; 26:18-19; 
27:9; Jer. 30:22; 31:33; 32:38). They would live in the 
Promised Land forever, and the Lord's servant David 
would be their appointed ruler forever. In view of 
God's promise to David in 2 Samuel 7:12-13, this 
must refer to the Son of David, Messiah. In sum, 
Israel will enjoy three new realities: a new commitment 
to Yahweh's will (v. 24b), occupation of her 
hereditary homeland forever (v. 25a), and the rule of 
David forever (v. 25b). 
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Ezekiel Chapters 38 & 39 
 
This is the sixth and last message (a proof oracle) 
that Ezekiel received from the Lord the night before 
the refugees reached the exiles with the message that 
Jerusalem had fallen (cf. 33:21-22). It too deals with 
God's plans for Israel in the distant future, when He 
would restore her to her land. It answers the 
question, What about future enemies of Israel? This 
message guarantees Yahweh's protection of Israel. 
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Ezekiel Chapters 38 & 39 
 
The Lord commanded Ezekiel to utter an oracle of 
judgment against Gog (cf. 1 Chron. 5:4; Rev. 20:8), 
who was the prince (king) over Rosh, Meshech, and 
Tubal. His land was Magog (cf. Gen. 10:2; Rev. 20:8). 
The identity of this ruler has been the subject of 
much study and speculation. 

? 



Historically speaking, Magog was a grandson of Noah (Genesis 10:2). The descendants of Magog settled 
to the far north of Israel, likely in Europe and northern Asia (Ezekiel 38:2). Magog seems to be used to 
refer to "northern barbarians" in general, but likely also has a connection to Magog the person. The 
people of Magog are described as skilled warriors (Ezekiel 38:15; 39:3-9). 
 
Gog and Magog are referred to in Ezekiel 38-39 and in Revelation 20:7-8. While these two instances 
carry the same names, a close study of Scripture clearly demonstrates they do not refer to the same 
people and events. In Ezekiel’s prophecy, Gog will be the leader of a great army that attacks the land of 
Israel. Gog is described as “of the land of Magog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal” (Ezekiel 38:2-
3). Ezekiel's battle of Gog and Magog occurs in the tribulation period, more specifically in the first 3 1/2 
years. The strongest evidence for this view is that the attack will come when Israel is at peace (Ezekiel 
38:8, 11). The description from Ezekiel is that of a nation that has security and has laid down its 
defenses. Israel is definitely not at peace now, and it is inconceivable that the nation would lay down its 
defenses apart from some major event. When Israel's covenant with the Beast/Antichrist is in effect at the 
beginning of Daniel's 70th Week (also known as the 7-year tribulation, Daniel 9:27a), Israel will be at 
peace. Possibly the battle will occur just before the midpoint of the seven-year period. According to 
Ezekiel, Gog will be defeated by God Himself on the mountains of Israel. The slaughter will be so great it 
will take seven months to bury all of the dead (Ezekiel 39:11-12). 
 
Gog and Magog are mentioned again in Revelation 20:7-8. The duplicated use of the names Gog and 
Magog in Revelation 20:8-9 is to show that these people demonstrate the same rebellion against God 
and antagonism toward God as those in Ezekiel 38-39. It is similar to someone today calling a person 
"the devil" because he or she is sinful and evil. We know that person is not really Satan, but because that 
person shares similar characteristics, he or she might be referred to as "the devil.” … 

What are Gog and Magog? 
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What are Gog and Magog? 

… The book of Revelation uses Ezekiel's prophecy about Magog to portray a final end-times attack on 
the nation of Israel (Revelation 20:8-9). The result of this battle is that all are destroyed, and Satan will 
find his final place in the lake of fire (Revelation 20:10). 
 
It is important to recognize that the Gog and Magog of Ezekiel 38-39 is quite different from the one in 
Revelation 20:7-8. Below are some of the more obvious reasons why these refer to different people and 
battles. 
 
1. In the battle of Ezekiel 38-39, the armies come primarily from the north and involve only a few nations 
of the earth (Ezekiel 38:6, 15; 39:2). The battle in Revelation 20:7-9 will involve all nations, so armies will 
come from all directions, not just from the north. 
 
2. There is no mention of Satan in the context of Ezekiel 38-39. In Revelation 20:7 the context clearly 
places the battle at the end of the millennium with Satan as the primary character. 
 
3. Ezekiel 39:11-12 states that the dead will be buried for seven months. There would be no need to bury 
the dead if the battle in Ezekiel 38-39 is the one described in Revelation 20:8-9, for immediately following 
Revelation 20:8-9 is the Great White Throne judgment (20:11-15) and then the current or present heaven 
and earth are destroyed, replaced by a new heaven and earth (Revelation 21:1). There obviously will be 
a need to bury the dead if the battle takes place in the early part of the tribulation, for the land of Israel will 
be occupied for another 1,000 years, the length of the millennial kingdom (Revelation 20:4-6). 
 
4. The battle in Ezekiel 38-39 is used by God to bring Israel back to Him (Ezekiel 39:21-29). In Revelation 
20, Israel has been faithful to God for 1,000 years (the millennial kingdom). Those in Revelation 20:7-10 
who are rebellious are destroyed without any more opportunity for repentance 
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Ezekiel Chapters 38 & 39 
 
It is probably safe to say, at least, that "Gog" refers 
to the name or tit le of a ruler who will be active in 
history while Israel is dwelling safely in her land (cf. 
v. 8). Perhaps Ezekiel referred to this unnamed 
future enemy of Israel as a dark figure (unknown 
and evil) calling him "Dark" much as we might refer to 
such a person as a new Hit ler. The land of Magog 
probably refers to the former domain of the 
Scythians, who lived in the mountains between the 
Black and Caspian seas. 
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Ezekiel Chapters 38 & 39 
 
God would bring Gog against His people "in the last 
days" (cf. vv. 8, 14, 18; 39:8, 11) to teach the nations 
to acknowledge Yahweh. They would do this when God 
used Gog to demonstrate His holiness (unique deity) 
in their eyes. Yahweh would raise up Gog as He had 
raised up the Pharaoh of the Exodus to demonstrate 
His power when He over threw him. 
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Ezekiel Chapters 38 & 39 
 
Chapter 39 retells the story of Gog's attack and 
defeat but with a slight ly different emphasis from 
that of the prior chapter. Not much attention is 
given to the attack itself (merely vv. 1-2), whereas a 
great deal of space is devoted to describing the 
massive slaughter of Gog's forces. In a sense, then, 
Chapter 38 concentrates on the threat from the 
powers opposed to God and His people, while 
Chapter 39 concentrates more on the deliverance of 
God's people from that threat. The end of the 
chapter dwells at length on Israel's restoration (vv. 21-
29), especially on the immediate (pre-Gog) era of 
that restoration. 
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Ezekiel Chapters 38 & 39 
 
Gog would fall in the open fields because the Lord 
had decreed His judgment. Yahweh would also destroy 
Gog's homeland, Magog, and the remote homelands of 
his allies (the coast lands, cf. 26:15, 18; 27:3, 6-7, 15, 
35), and those who safely inhabited these regions. 
This would teach them that He is God. 



Ezekiel & the  
Sovereignty 
of God 

Ezekiel Chapters 38 & 39 
 
God's judgment of Gog would glorify Him great ly in 
the eyes of the rest of the world. Israel too would 
learn in a fresh way that He was their God (cf. the 
Exodus). 
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Ezekiel Chapters 40 - 48 
 
The Book of Ezekiel begins with a vision of God's 
glory (ch. 1), records the depar ture of God's glory 
(chs. 8—11), and ends with another vision of God's 
glory (chs. 40—48). This last one is the longest vision 
outside the Book of Revelation. Upon hearing of 
Jerusalem's fall, the prophet then relayed messages 
of hope for Israel explaining how God would fulfill 
His promises to bless the nation (chs. 33—48). 
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Ezekiel Chapters 40 - 48 
 
There have been several different conclusions about 
the interpretation of this section of the book that 
interpreters have reached as they have studied it. 1. 
Some have felt that what Ezekiel predicted was 
fulfilled when the exiles returned and reestablished 
life in the land. However nothing that took place after 
the return from Babylon matches the details of these 
predictions. Neither the temple built under 
Zerubbabel's supervision nor the temple as expanded 
by Herod the Great looked like what Ezekiel described 
here. In fact, there has been no fulfillment of these 
predictions in any literal sense so far in history. 
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Ezekiel Chapters 40 - 48 
 
2. Others have interpreted this section spiritually; 
they have explained these predictions as fulfilled in a 
spiritual sense by the church. This approach also 
fails to explain the multitude of details, such as the 
dimensions of various rooms in the temple complex. 
Ezekiel's guide was careful to make sure that the 
prophet recorded these details exact ly (40:4). 

https://www.logos.com/
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Ezekiel Chapters 40 - 48 
 
3. Still others believe these chapters describe a yet 
future, eschatological kingdom, but they do so only 
symbolically. These interpreters believe the 
measurements, for example, represent spiritual truth 
concerning the coming kingdom, but they do not look 
for a literal temple complex and worship. This view 
also trivializes the amount of detail, so much detail 
that one could almost use these chapters as general 
blueprints to build the structures in view (cf. the 
biblical descriptions of what the tabernacle and 
Solomon's temple were to look like). This view also 
tends to blur the distinction between Israel and the 
church. 
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Ezekiel Chapters 40 - 48 
 
4. Many take this passage as a prophecy, set in the 
apocalyptic literary genre, that anticipates a literal 
fulfillment in the future. Some of the descriptions 
have symbolic significance as well as literal reality, 
and some teach spiritual lessons. Never theless the 
revelation concerns a future temple, worship, and 
physical changes in the Promised Land when Israel, 
not the church, dwells there securely (i.e., during the 
Millennium). This is the reading of the text that 
seems most consistent with the rest of the book and 
the rest of Scripture. 
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Ezekiel Chapters 40:38-41 
 
The presence of animal sacrifices in the millennial 
system of worship has troubled many readers. The 
Book of Hebrews teaches that Jesus Christ was the 
superior sacrifice who replaced the sacrifices of the 
Old Covenant (Heb. 7—10). The best explanation seems 
to be that in the Millennium there will be animal 
sacrifices, but they will look back to Christ's sacrifice 
even as the sacrifices of the Old Covenant looked 
forward to His sacrifice. They will be like the Lord's 
Supper is for Christians, a memorial of Christ's 
death. 
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Ezekiel Chapters 47 & 48 
 
God promised Abraham that He would give a 
par ticular piece of real estate to his descendants 
(Gen. 12:7). Later He reiterated this promise and 
became more specific about its boundaries (Gen. 15:7, 
18-21; 17:8; Num. 34:1-12). He also told the Israelites 
that they would only be able to occupy the land to the 
extent that they followed Him faithfully (Deut. 7:12; 
8:2). If they proved unfaithful, He would not only limit 
their possession of the land but even drive them out 
of it (Deut. 28). 
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Ezekiel Chapters 47 & 48 
 
Ezekiel prophesied that God would bring the Israelites 
back into the land (36:24-30). He would give them a 
different attitude, and they would follow Him 
faithfully. Then they would finally, as never before, 
enjoy the full extent of the land He had promised 
their forefathers (cf. Deut. 30). He also promised that 
they would never lose possession of the land, because 
they would remain faithful to Him (ch. 39). The 
assurance of the fulfillment of these ancient 
promises, which date all the way back to Abraham, 
concludes Ezekiel. 
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Ezekiel Chapters 47 & 48 
 
This river is similar to two other rivers in the Bible: 
the river that flowed out of the Garden of Eden 
(Gen. 2:10) and the river that will flow in the New 
Jerusalem during the eternal state (Rev. 22:1-2; cf. 
Ps. 46:4; 65:9; Joel 3:18; Zech. 14:8). Like the river in 
Revelation the one in Ezekiel will flow from the throne 
of God; He is the source of both rivers. However, 
there will be a temple in the millennial ear th, but 
there will not be one in the eternal state (Rev. 21:22). 
The river in Revelation also flowed down the street 
of the city, but Ezekiel mentioned no city to the east 
of the temple, just one to its south (45:6). … 
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Ezekiel Chapters 47 & 48 
 
... It seems that Ezekiel and John saw two different 
rivers, but the purpose of both rivers was the 
same. God will be the source of fer tility, blessing, 
and health in the Millennium and throughout eternity. 
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Ezekiel Chapters 47 & 48 
 
The Israelites were to divide the land in this way for 
the tribes of Israel by lot (cf. 45:1). It was not to be 
for Israelites alone, however. Aliens who permanent ly 
lived among them could dwell in this region too. Under 
the Mosaic economy, resident aliens were non-
Israelites who had adopted the religion and laws of 
the Hebrews; they had become conver ts to Yahweh 
worship. The Israelites were to regard these alien 
peoples as equals with themselves concerning their 
rights within the land. … 
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Ezekiel Chapters 47 & 48 
 
… The reference to these aliens bearing children 
marks them as having mor tal bodies in contrast to 
believers with immor tal (resurrected) bodies who will 
also have access to the millennial ear th (cf. Matt. 
22:30; Rev. 20:4). These aliens were to inherit 
por tions of land in the tribal allotments just like the 
Israelites who lived there (cf. 14:7; 22:7; Lev. 19:34; 
24:22; Num. 15:29; Isa. 56:3-8). 
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Ezekiel Chapter 48 
 
Twenty-two years and 48 chapters earlier Ezekiel 
began his book with a vision of a storm picturing 
the destruction of Old Jerusalem and, later (chs. 10—11), 
God's depar ture from it. He ended it with another 
vision of the establishment of New Jerusalem and 
God's permanent residence in it. The glory of the 
Lord is the unifying feature that ties the book 
together and runs through it from beginning to end. 



Ezekiel & the  
Sovereignty 
of God 

Ezekiel 



900 miles 
(up to 5 months) 
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https://www.ovguide.com/tv_episode/the-naked-archaeologist-season-3-episode-11-queen-esther-and-purim-3752341
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Study Notes 
Constable’s Notes on Ezekiel 

http://www.soniclight.com/constable/notes/pdf/ezekiel.pdf


Questions? 
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