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(Does He have a plan for my life?)
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Joseph Henry Gilmore (1834-1918), M. A., Professor of Logic in 
Rochester University, New York. He graduated in Arts at Brown 
University, and in Theology at Newton Theological Institution 
where he was Professor of Hebrew in 1861-2. For some time he 
held a Baptist ministerial charge at Fisherville, New Hampshire, and 
at Rochester.

On a Wednesday evening, March 26, 1862, 28-year-old Joseph 
Gilmore was preaching at a mid-week prayer service on the topic of 
Psalm 23. He wrote later, “I set out to give the people an 
exposition of the 23rd Psalm, but I got no further than the words 
‘He leadeth me.’ Those words took hold of me as they had never 
done before. I saw in them a significance and beauty of which I had 
never dreamed.

“It was the darkest hour of the War of the Rebellion [the Civil 
War]. I did not refer to that fact—that is, I don’t think I did—but it 
may subconsciously have led me to realize that God’s leadership is 
the one significant fact in human experience, that it makes no 
difference how we are led, whither we are led, so long as we are 
sure God is leading us.

“God does not have a 
plan for our lives, and we 
should stop pretending 
that he has”

Rev. Mark Woods
Christian Today
Contributing Editor



“At the close of the meeting a few of us kept on talking about the 
thoughts which I had emphasized; and then and there, on a back 
page of my sermon notes, I penciled the hymn just as it stands 
today, handed it to my wife, and thought no more of it.”

Three years later, Henry was invited to preach a trial sermon at the 
Second Baptist Church in Rochester. "I picked up a church hymnal to 
see what songs they sang and was surprised to have the book fall 
open to the very song I had written three years earlier," he wrote.

"When I returned home, I related this experience to my wife. 'I do 
not understand it,' I said. 'My words had been set to music by Dr. 
William B. Bradbury; yet I had not given the words to anybody.' 
My wife smiled and said, 'I can explain it, Joseph. I felt that the 
words would bless the hearts of people in these troublesome times; 
so I sent the poem to The Watchman and Reflector. I am glad to 
know that they have printed it.'"



The famous hymn composer William Bradbury had seen the lines 
and added music and the last two lines of the chorus. Henry took 
this incident as divine leadership that he should accept a situation at 
the Rochester church. That put him in position two years later to 
accept an offer to teach Hebrew at Rochester Theological Seminary. 
The following year, he was offered a professorship of logic and 
English literature at the University of Rochester, which he held until 
his retirement in 1908. An English chair at the school is named after 
him.



Derek Coverly

He leadeth me, O blessed thought!
O words with heav’nly comfort fraught!
Whate’er I do, where’er I be
Still ’tis God’s hand that leadeth me.

He leadeth me, He leadeth me,
By His own hand He leadeth me;
His faithful foll’wer I would be,
For by His hand He leadeth me.

Sometimes ’mid scenes of deepest gloom,
Sometimes where Eden’s bowers bloom,
By waters still, o’er troubled sea,
Still ’tis His hand that leadeth me.

Lord, I would place my hand in Thine,
Nor ever murmur nor repine;
Content, whatever lot I see,
Since ’tis my God that leadeth me.

And when my task on earth is done,
When by Thy grace the vict’ry’s won,
E’en death’s cold wave I will not flee,
Since God through Jordan leadeth me.
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[A Psalm of David.]

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me 
beside the still waters.

He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of 
righteousness for his name's sake.

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and 
thy staff they comfort me.

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine 
enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth
over.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of 
my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.

[Psalm 23:1-6 KJV]
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Rick Warren – What On Earth Am I Here For?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qWWZlkUO8qE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qWWZlkUO8qE


Why did I ever come forth from my mother's womb? All I 
experience is trouble and grief, and I spend my days in shame.

[Jeremiah 20:18 NET]

The Lord has made everything for his own purpose.
[Proverbs 16:4 God’s Word Translation]

The LORD works everything for its own ends - even the wicked 
for the day of disaster.

[Proverbs 16:4 NET]

?



https://www.blueletterbible.org/net/pro/16/4/rl1/t_bibles_644004


https://net.bible.org/#!bible/Proverbs+16:4


Long before [God] laid down earth’s foundations, he had us in 
mind, had settled on us as the focus of his love…

[Ephesians 1:4 the Message]

For he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world that 
we may be holy and unblemished in his sight in love.

[Ephesians 1:4 NET]

?



“My work all seems so useless! I have spent my strength for 
nothing and to no purpose at all.”

[Isaiah 49:4 NLT]

But I thought, "I have worked in vain; I have expended my energy 
for absolutely nothing." But the LORD will vindicate me; my God 
will reward me.

[Isaiah 49:4 NET]

?



“I am your creator. You were in my care even before you were 
born.”

[Isaiah 44:2a Contemporary English Version]

This is what the LORD, the one who made you, says - the one 
who formed you in the womb and helps you: 

[Isaiah 44:2a NET]

?



“You, [God], saw me before I was born and scheduled each day 
of my life before I began to breathe. Every day was recorded in 
your book.”

[Psalm 139:16 TLB]

Your eyes saw me when I was inside the womb. All the days 
ordained for me were recorded in your scroll before one of them 
came into existence.

[Psalm 139:16 NET]

?



“His plans endure forever; his purposes last eternally.”
[Psalm 33:11 Today’s English Version]

The LORD's decisions stand forever; his plans abide throughout 
the ages.

[Psalm 33:11 NET]

?

https://www.blueletterbible.org/net/psa/33/11/t_conc_511011


“Why did you create us? For nothing?”
[Psalm 89:47b New Century Version]

Why do you make all people so mortal?
[Psalm 89:47b NET]

?



“Knowing God results in every other kind of understanding.”
[Proverbs 9:10b TLB]

The beginning of wisdom is to fear the LORD, and acknowledging 
the Holy One is understanding.

[Proverbs 9:10 NET]

?



“For everything, absolutely everything, above and below, visible 
and invisible…everything got started in him and finds its purpose 
in him.”

[Colossians 1:16 The Message]

for all things in heaven and on earth were created by him - all 
things, whether visible or invisible, whether thrones or dominions, 
whether principalities or powers - all things were created through 
him and for him.

[Colossians 1:16 NET]

?



“It’s in Christ that we find out who we are and what we are living 
for…part of the overall purpose he is working out in everything 
and everyone.”

[Ephesians 1:11-12 The Message]

In Christ we too have been claimed as God's own possession, 
since we were predestined according to the one purpose of him 
who accomplishes all things according to the counsel of his will so 
that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, would be 
to the praise of his glory.

[Ephesians 1:11-12 NET]

?



“It makes no difference who you are or where you’re from—if 
you want God and you are ready to do as he says, the door is 
open.”

[Acts 10:35 The Message]

but in every nation the person who fears him and does what is 
right is welcomed before him.

[Acts 10:35 NET]

?
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Bono & Eugene Peterson | THE PSALMS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-l40S5e90KY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-l40S5e90KY


Discussion
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