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How ‘personal’ is God?

(Does He have a plan for my life?)
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Robert Robinson (1735-1790), Robert Robinson was what you 
would call an “unruly child.” At only eight years old his father died, 
and he was raised by his loving mother. He had a penchant for 
mischief. Robert’s mother sent him off for an apprenticeship when 
he was only 14, but once he got out of the home his life got worse. 
Instead of working and learning, Robert chose drinking, gambling, 
and carousing. Caught up in his reckless life, Robert and his friends 
decided to go to an evangelist meeting one night just to heckle the 
preacher, George Whitfield.

Sitting in that meeting however, Robert felt as if the preacher’s 
words were meant for him alone. He couldn’t shake the feeling that 
God wanted him to surrender his life and serve him. When he was 
twenty, Robinson gave his life to God and entered the Christian 
ministry. He felt the call to preach, was appointed by John Wesley 
to pastor the Calvinist Methodist Chapel in Norfolk England.

At the age of 22 wrote the powerful hymn “Come Thou Fount,” 
for his church’s Pentecost celebration. It was written as his own 
spiritual story — a story of pursuing pleasure and joy, and only 
experiencing it when “Jesus sought me.”

Robert Robinson
1735-1790



In the United States, the hymn is usually set to an American folk 
tune known as "Nettleton", composed by printer John Wyeth (or 
possibly by Asahel Nettleton). Wyeth was apprenticed to a printer. 
At age 21, he became the manager of a printing company in Santo 
Domingo, only to barely escape with his life in the insurrection 
there. In 1792, he returned to America, and settled in Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania, where he became involved in the publishing business 
and co-owned a newspaper (The Oracle of Dauphin). After only a 
year in Harrisburg, President George Washington appointed him 
postmaster; he lost his office five years later when President John 
Adams declared the position to be incompatible with involvement 
in newspapers.

John Wyeth
1770-1858



Robert Robinson did not stay in the fold of Christianity, he was 
eventually dismissed by the church, and turned his back on 
Christianity.

In his later years, while taking a stagecoach ride, and in a 
decidedly non-Christian condition, a female passenger offered to 
share a poem with him, that it might help him as it had helped 
her, and she began to read “Come Thou Fount” to him, and 
when she got to the third stanza, “Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
Prone to leave the God I love; Here’s my heart, O take and seal 
it, Seal it for Thy courts above” Robert Robinson broke down and 
cried and said, “Madam, I am the poor unhappy man who wrote 
that hymn many years ago, and I would give a thousand worlds, 
if I had them, to enjoy the feelings I had then.” Robert Robinson 
drifted away, alone and unhappy.

Robert Robinson
1735-1790



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cinlvvb-6JI
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After they had assembled at Mizpah, they drew water and 
poured it out before the LORD. They fasted on that day, 
and they confessed there, "We have sinned against the 
LORD." So Samuel led the people of Israel at Mizpah. When 
the Philistines heard that the Israelites had gathered at 
Mizpah, the leaders of the Philistines went up against Israel. 
When the Israelites heard about this, they were afraid of the 
Philistines. The Israelites said to Samuel, "Keep crying out to 
the LORD our God so that he may save us from the hand of 
the Philistines!" So Samuel took a nursing lamb and offered 
it as a whole burnt offering to the LORD. Samuel cried out 
to the LORD on Israel's behalf, and the LORD answered 
him. As Samuel was offering burnt offerings, the Philistines 
approached to do battle with Israel. But on that day the 
LORD thundered loudly against the Philistines. He caused 
them to panic, and they were defeated by Israel. Then the 
men of Israel left Mizpah and chased the Philistines, striking 
them down all the way to an area below Beth Car. Samuel 
took a stone and placed it between Mizpah and Shen. He 
named it Ebenezer, saying, "Up to here the LORD has 
helped us.“

[1 Samuel 7:6-12 NET]
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Richard Dawkins - Sex, Death and the Meaning of Life (3/3) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GYKnQuWjwOM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GYKnQuWjwOM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GYKnQuWjwOM
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