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While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the 
interior and arrived at Ephesus.  ... Paul entered the synagogue 
and spoke boldly there for three months, arguing persuasively 
about the kingdom of God. But some of them became obstinate; they 
refused to believe and publicly maligned the Way. So Paul left 
them. He took the disciples with him and had discussions daily in 
the lecture hall of Tyrannus. This went on for two years, so that 
all the Jews and Greeks who lived in the province of Asia heard 
the word of the Lord. 
(Acts 19:1, 9-10, NIV84) 
 
 
A number who had practiced sorcery brought their scrolls together 
and burned them publicly. When they calculated the value of the 
scrolls, the total came to fifty thousand drachmas. In this way the 
word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power. 
(Acts 19: 19-20, NIV84) 
 
 
“And you see and hear how this fellow Paul has convinced and led 
astray large numbers of people here in Ephesus and in practically 
the whole province of Asia. He says that man-made gods are no gods 
at all.” 
 (Acts 19:26, NIV84) 
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Christ Praises, Condemns, and Offers Rewards to 
the 1st Century Churches 

in Revelation 2 & 3  



Seven lampstands are 
the seven churches. 

Context in Chapter 1 



Christ Praises Christ Condemns 

Doctrine Application Doctrine Application 

Tested false 
apostles, 
hate the 
practices of 
the 
Nicolaitans 

Hard work, 
perseverance, 
intolerance 
of wicked 
men, endured 
hardships 
for Christ, 
not grown 
weary 

Forsaken 
your first 
love 





Nicolaitans 
 
Several of the early church fathers, including Irenaeus, 
Hippolytus,[ 2]  Epiphanius, and Theodoret mentioned this group, and 
stated that the deacon Nicolas was the author of the heresy and the 
sect. 
 
The Nicolaitanes are the followers of that Nicolas who was one of 
the seven first ordained to the diaconate by the apostles. They lead 
lives of unrestrained indulgence. The character of these men is 
very plainly pointed out in the Apocalypse of John, [ when they are 
represented]  as teaching that it is a matter of indifference to 
practice adultery, and to eat things sacrificed to idols. 
—Irenaeus, Adversus haereses, i. 26, §3 
 
[ Nicolas]  had an attractive wife, and had refrained from 
intercourse as though in imitation of those whom he saw to be 
devoted to God. He endured this for a while but in the end could not 
bear to control his incontinence.... But because he was ashamed of 
his defeat and suspected that he had been found out, he ventured to 
say, "Unless one copulates every day, he cannot have eternal 
life."[ 17]  
—Epiphanius, Panarion, 25 
 



Christ Praises Christ Condemns 

Doctrine Application Doctrine Application 

Impoverished 
& afflicted 
yet rich, 
slandered 



Christ Praises Christ Condemns 

Doctrine Application Doctrine Application 

Remain true 
to the name 
of Christ, 
did not 
renounce 
faith in 
Christ 

People hold 
to the 
teaching of 
Balaam,  
People hold 
to the 
teaching of 
the 
Nicolaitans 



Christ Praises Christ Condemns 

Doctrine Application Doctrine Application 

Good deeds, 
love and 
faith, 
service and 
perseverance, 

doing more 
than they 
first did 

Tolerate 
Jezebel (a 
prophetess 
whose 
teaching 
leads into 
sexual 
immorality 
and eating 
food 
sacrificed to 
idols) 



Christ Praises Christ Condemns 

Doctrine Application Doctrine Application 

A few people 
have not 
soiled their 
clothes 

Incomplete 
deeds, “you 
are dead” 



Christ Praises Christ Condemns 

Doctrine Application Doctrine Application 

Have little 
strength but 
have kept 
my word and 
have not 
denied my 
name, kept 
command to 
endure 
patiently 

False Jews 



Christ Praises Christ Condemns 

Doctrine Application Doctrine Application 

Lukewarm, 
false pride, 
misplaced 
values 



Christ Praises Christ Condemns 

Doctrine Application Doctrine Application 

Ephesus Tested false 
apostles, hate 
the practices 
of the 
Nicolaitans 

Hard work, perseverance, 
intolerance of wicked 
men, endured hardships 
for Christ, not grown 
weary 

Forsaken your 
first love 

Smyrna Impoverished & 
afflicted yet rich, 
slandered 

Pergamum Remain true to the name 
of Christ, did not 
renounce faith in 
Christ 

People hold to the 
teaching of Balaam,  
People hold to the 
teaching of the 
Nicolaitans 

Thyatira Good deeds, love and 
faith, service and 
perseverance, doing more 
than they first did 

Tolerate Jezebel (a 
prophetess whose 
teaching leads into 
sexual immorality and 
eating food sacrificed to 
idols) 

Sardis A few people have not 
soiled their clothes 

Incomplete deeds, 
“you are dead” 

Philadelphia Have little strength 
but have kept my word 
and have not denied my 
name, kept command to 
endure patiently 

False Jews 

Laodicea Lukewarm, false 
pride, misplaced 
values 



Discussion 



How hard should we row? 
Veracity Post 
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