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Charles Wesley (1707-1788). Charles Wesley, the son of Samuel
Wesley, was born at Epworth, Dec. 18, 1707. He was educated at
Westminster School and afterwards at Christ Church, Oxford, where he
graduated M.A. In 1735, he took Orders and immediately proceeded with
his brother John to Georgia, both being employed as missionaries of the
S.P.G. He returned to England in 1736. For many years he engaged with his
brother in preaching the Gospel. He died March 29, 1788. To Charles
Wesley has been justly assigned the appellation of the "Bard of
Methodism." His prominence in hymn writing may be judged from the fact
that in the "Wesleyan Hymn Book," 623 of the 770 hymns were written by
him; and he published more than thirty poetical works, written either by
himself alone, or in conjunction with his brother. The number of his
separate hymns is at least five thousand.

The first three stanzas of this hymn explore both the contrast between
the glory of heaven that Christ came from and the suffering He
endured on earth, and the mystery of the love that motivated Him to
make that journey. In stanza four we are reminded how God brings us
to salvation in language that reminds us of Peter's experience in Acts
12:6-11, where God sent an angel to open the prison doors and loose
Peter's chains. The final stanza is a jubilant celebration of our new state
in Christ and the privilege of communion with God that we enjoy.

Charles Wesley



“And Can It Be” was written by Charles Wesley in 1738, in response
to his conversion to belief in Christ. It was published in John Wesley's
Psalms and Hymns in that same year with six stanzas. In a later
republication by the Wesleys in 1780, the original fifth stanza was
omitted (beginning “Still the small inward voice I hear”), and this
revision has been honored ever since. This hymn usually appears with
all five stanzas, though sometimes the second (beginning “'Tis mystery
all!”) is omitted.

In the nineteenth century, FILLMORE was the most common tune this
hymn was sung to. However, in the twentieth century this text was
paired with SAGINA, and with few exceptions, this is the only tune
used today. SAGINA is by Scottish poet Thomas Campbell, about who
little is known other than that he published The Bouquet in 1825, a
collection of twenty-three tunes with botanical names. “Sagina” is the
name of a genus of flowering plants.Thomas Campbell

(1777-1844)
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YN5hPRbjb3Q
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So Peter was kept in prison, but those in the church were 
earnestly praying to God for him. On that very night before 
Herod was going to bring him out for trial, Peter was 
sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains, 
while guards in front of the door were keeping watch over 
the prison. Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared, and a 
light shone in the prison cell. He struck Peter on the side 
and woke him up, saying, "Get up quickly!" And the chains 
fell off Peter's wrists. The angel said to him, "Fasten your 
belt and put on your sandals." Peter did so. Then the angel 
said to him, "Put on your cloak and follow me." Peter went 
out and followed him; he did not realize that what was 
happening through the angel was real, but thought he was 
seeing a vision. After they had passed the first and second 
guards, they came to the iron gate leading into the city. It 
opened for them by itself, and they went outside and 
walked down one narrow street, when at once the angel 
left him. When Peter came to himself, he said, "Now I know 
for certain that the Lord has sent his angel and rescued me 
from the hand of Herod and from everything the Jewish 
people were expecting to happen.”

[Acts 12:5-11 NET]
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John & Charles Wesley and the History of Methodism

https://vimeo.com/6737725

https://vimeo.com/6737725


Arminianism Calvinism

Depravity People are depraved and corrupt, but are able to 
provide the decisive impulse to trust God with 
the general divine assistance that God gives to 
everybody

People are so depraved and rebellious that they 
are unable to trust God without his special 
work of grace to change their hearts so that 
they necessarily and willingly—freely—believe.

Election God has chosen us, elected to bring to salvation 
all those whom he foresaw would believe by 
bringing about their own faith providing the 
decisive impetus themselves. In those, God 
doesn’t decisively produce the faith that he 
foresees.

We are chosen. God chooses unconditionally 
whom he will mercifully bring to faith and 
salvation and whom he will justly leave in their 
rebellion.

Atonement In the death of Christ God provided a sufficient 
atonement for all and designed that it would 
become effective by virtue of faith for which we, 
not Christ, provide the decisive impetus, meaning 
that the faith itself is not purchased by the cross, 
but that it is the human means of obtaining what 
the cross purchased; namely, forgiveness of sins.

In the death of Christ God provided sufficient 
atonement for all, but designed that it be 
effective for the elect, meaning that it 
purchased for them the new covenant promise 
that God would bring about in his people: faith 
and perseverance.

Grace or New Birth The new birth is God’s work of renewal in our 
hearts in response to our act of saving faith.

The new birth is God’s work of renewal in our 
hearts which necessarily brings about the act of 
willing, hearty, saving faith.

Perseverance God works to preserve his people, but does not 
always prevent some who were born again from 
falling away to destruction.

God works infallibly to preserve us in faith—all 
of us who are truly born again—and that no 
one is ever lost who was truly born of God.

http://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/watershed-differences-between-calvinists-and-arminians

Watershed Differences Between Calvinists and Arminians

http://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/watershed-differences-between-calvinists-and-arminians


http://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/watershed-differences-between-calvinists-and-arminians

Watershed Differences Between Calvinists and Arminians

So here is what I would say to (a) 13-year-old. I would say the key 
difference is how we get saved. The key difference between a Calvinist 
and an Arminian is how they understand how we get saved; that is, how 
we move from a condition of spiritual unbelief to a condition of heartfelt 
belief or faith in Christ. And the key difference is this: Calvinists believe 
that God has to produce in us the decisive desire for Christ. And 
Arminians believe we must produce in ourselves the decisive desire for 
Christ. The Arminians say that God helps us. He helps all people, but we 
provide the last, decisive impetus and desire for that belief. 

Or I might say it like this: You can tell if someone is an Arminian or a 
Calvinist by how they answer the question, “What was the decisive cause 
of your faith in Christ?” So you go up to somebody and you ask, “What 
was the decisive cause of your faith in Christ? Was it God or was it 
yourself?” And the Calvinist says, “The decisive cause of my faith was 
God” and the Arminian says, “The decisive cause of my faith in Christ is 
myself.”

John Piper

http://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/watershed-differences-between-calvinists-and-arminians


Advocates of both Arminianism and Calvinism find a home in many 
Protestant denominations, and sometimes both exist within the same 
denomination.

Denominations and organizations leaning at least in part in the Arminian
direction include Methodists, Free Will Baptists, Christian Churches and 
Churches of Christ, General Baptists, the Seventh-day Adventist Church, 
Church of the Nazarene, The Wesleyan Church, The Salvation Army, 
Conservative Mennonites, Old Order Mennonites, Amish and Charismatics.

Denominations leaning in the Calvinist direction are grouped as the 
Reformed churches and include Particular Baptists, Reformed Baptists, 
Presbyterians, and Congregationalists. The majority of Southern Baptists, 
including Billy Graham, accept Arminianism with an exception allowing for 
a doctrine of perseverance of the saints ("eternal security").[11][12][13] Many 
see Calvinism as growing in acceptance,[14] and some prominent Reformed 
Baptists, such as Albert Mohler and Mark Dever, have been pushing for the 
Southern Baptist Convention to adopt a more Calvinistic orientation (it 
should be noted, however, that no Baptist church is bound by any 
resolution adopted by the Southern Baptist Convention). Lutherans espouse 
a view of salvation and election distinct from both the Calvinist and 
Arminian schools of soteriology.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Methodism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_Will_Baptist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_Churches_and_Churches_of_Christ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_Baptist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seventh-day_Adventist_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_the_Nazarene
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Wesleyan_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Salvation_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conservative_Mennonites
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Order_Mennonites
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amish
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charismatic_Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reformed_churches
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Particular_Baptist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reformed_Baptist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presbyterian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congregational_church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Baptists
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Billy_Graham_(evangelist)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perseverance_of_the_saints
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arminianism#cite_note-11
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arminianism#cite_note-12
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arminianism#cite_note-13
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arminianism#cite_note-14
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albert_Mohler
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mark_Dever
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Baptist_Convention
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lutheranism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soteriology
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What Is Molinism? (William Lane Craig) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y-193fhP3mg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y-193fhP3mg
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Greg Koukl - Molinism

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KGU3t31xTY0&list=PL2
C7C3B287E9832E5&index=2

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KGU3t31xTY0&list=PL2C7C3B287E9832E5&index=2
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Did God Choose Me Or Did I Choose Him?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uiKzAZOQ9fs

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uiKzAZOQ9fs


Discussion
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