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Structure of Revelation



Revelation 1:4-8

4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia:
Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to 

come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and from 
Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of 
kings on earth.

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood 6 and 
made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and 
dominion forever and ever. Amen. 7 Behold, he is coming with the clouds, 
and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and all tribes of 
the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen.

8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was 
and who is to come, the Almighty.”



Revelation 1:9-11

9I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and 
the patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos 
on account of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 10 I was in the 
Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet 
11 saying, “Write what you see in a book and send it to the seven 
churches, to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira 
and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.”



Revelation 1:12-16

12 Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on 
turning I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and in the midst of the 
lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe and with a 
golden sash around his chest. 14 The hairs of his head were white, like 
white wool, like snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire, 15 his feet were 
like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar 
of many waters. 16 In his right hand he held seven stars, from his mouth 
came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun shining in 
full strength.



John’s vision of Jesus

• “being like the son of man” – Phrase borrowed from Daniel 7 and 10 
which refers to one who is divine but separate from the Ancient of 
Days, who is God the Father.

• “clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest” –
the clothing of the Old Testament priest.

• “The hairs of his head were white like wool, as white as snow” 
identifies him with the Ancient of Days, also signifies wisdom and 
dignity.

• “His eyes were like a flame of fire” – a judicial image (Rev. 19:12). 
Fire is associated with God in the Old Testament.



John’s vision of Jesus (concluded)

• “his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace” speaks of 
moral purity and also the force and irresistibility of God’s judgment 
(Rev. 14).

• “his voice was like the roar of many waters” – from Ezek. 43:2
• “in his right hand he held the seven stars” which represent the 

angels of the seven churches.
• “from his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword” – an instrument 

of judgment in  Rev. 19:15, 21.
• “his face was like the sun shining in full strength” – John had seen 

something like this on the mount of transfiguration.



Revelation 1:17-20

17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right 
hand on me, saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last, 18 and the living 
one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of 
Death and Hades. 19 Write therefore the things that you have seen, those 
that are and those that are to take place after this. 20 As for the mystery of 
the seven stars that you saw in my right hand, and the seven golden 
lampstands, the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and 
the seven lampstands are the seven churches.



The seven churches



Template for the letters

Address to the church (“to the angel of the church at ---”)

A description of Jesus from the vision in chapter 1

A statement commending the church (except for Laodicea)

A statement of criticism (except for Smyrna and Philadelphia)

A reminder that Jesus is coming again and an exhortation

A warning to heed what has been said

A promise to those who overcome



Relationship of the letters to the rest of the book

Chapters 2 and 3 are not a separate section of the book, but are 
connected to the rest of the book in the following ways:
• As Jesus introduces himself at the beginning of most of the 

letters, he does so by picking up an image from John’s vision in 
chapter 1.

• Some things said about the churches are connected to the 
visions later in the book of Revelation.

• The promises to those who overcome find fulfillment in the final 
chapters of Revelation.



Identification of Jesus in the letters

Vision in Revelation 1 Church in Rev. 2-3

Among the lampstands, holding seven stars Ephesus

First and last, died and alive forevermore Smyrna

Two-edged sword from his mouth Pergamum

Eyes aflame, feet like burnished bronze Thyatira

Seven spirits (1:4), seven stars Sardis

Faithful witness (1:5) Laodicea



Themes introduced in the letters

• Patient endurance, even unto death, for the honor of Christ through 
sufferings and tribulation

• Judgment of the wicked, war with the sword of his mouth, sickness 
and death

• Recompense according to works

These themes appear in a number of places throughout the remainder of 
the book (chapters 6-20).



Promises and fulfillment for those who overcome

• Eat from the tree of life – Rev. 22
• No harm from second death – Rev. 20-21
• A bright stone and the morning star – Rev. 21 and 23
• Reign with Christ – Rev. 22
• Name in the book of life – Rev. 21
• Clothed in white – Rev. 21
• Made a pillar in the temple – Rev. 21
• Identification with an eternal city – Rev. 21
• A great name – Rev. 22



Who were the angels?

• A number of possibilities have been suggested including the following:
• A heavenly being, thus a guardian angel.
• The Greek word for angel literally means “messenger,” so it could 

refer to the courier who delivered the letter.
• A symbol for the church itself and thus a personification of the 

church.
• The pastor or minister or elder of the church.



The ruins of Ephesus



Rev. 2:1-7  The letter to the church at Ephesus
1 “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: ‘The words of him who holds 
the seven stars in his right hand, who walks among the seven golden 
lampstands.
2 “‘I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance, and how you 
cannot bear with those who are evil, but have tested those who call 
themselves apostles and are not, and found them to be false. 3 I know you 
are enduring patiently and bearing up for my name's sake, and you have not 
grown weary. 4 But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the 
love you had at first. 5 Remember therefore from where you have fallen; 
repent, and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove 
your lampstand from its place, unless you repent. 6 Yet this you have: you 
hate the works of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 7 He who has an ear, let 
him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who conquers I will 
grant to eat of the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.’



The church at Ephesus

• Description of Jesus: holds the seven stars in his right hand and walks 
among the seven golden lampstands. 

• Jesus commended the church for three things:
• They worked hard.
• They had tested and rejected false prophets.
• They persevered in their faith during hardship and had not grown weary.

• Jesus criticized the church for having left its first love. 
• Remedy – Remember God’s grace in the past and repent.
• Blessing to those who overcome – to eat of the tree of life in paradise.



Rev. 3:7-13  The letter to the church at Philadelphia

7 “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: ‘The words of the holy 
one, the true one, who has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, 
who shuts and no one opens.
8 “‘I know your works. Behold, I have set before you an open door, which no 
one is able to shut. I know that you have but little power, and yet you have 
kept my word and have not denied my name. 9 Behold, I will make those of 
the synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews and are not, but lie—
behold, I will make them come and bow down before your feet, and they will 
learn that I have loved you. 



Rev. 3:7-13  The letter to the church at Philadelphia

10 Because you have kept my word about patient endurance, I will keep you 
from the hour of trial that is coming on the whole world, to try those who 
dwell on the earth. 11 I am coming soon. Hold fast what you have, so that no 
one may seize your crown. 12 The one who conquers, I will make him a pillar 
in the temple of my God. Never shall he go out of it, and I will write on him 
the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new 
Jerusalem, which comes down from my God out of heaven, and my own new 
name. 13 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches.’



The church at Philadelphia

• Description of Jesus: the holy one, the true one, has the key of David.
• Jesus commends the church for keeping his word and not denying his 

name and for having patient endurance.
• Jesus had no criticism of the church.
• There are multiple promises to the one who overcomes:

• They will prevail over the opposition of the Jews.
• They will be kept from the hour of trial coming upon the world.
• They will be made a pillar in the temple of God.
• They will receive the name of God, the name of the city of God, and Jesus’ name.

• Exhortation – hold fast to what you have so no one may seize your crown.



Concluding comments
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