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Revelation 12:1-6
1 And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun,

with the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars.
2 She was pregnant and was crying out in birth pains and the agony of
giving birth. 3 And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great red
dragon, with seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads seven
diadems. 4 His tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven and cast
them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was
about to give birth, so that when she bore her child he might devour it.
5 She gave birth to a male child, one who is to rule all the nations with a
rod of iron, but her child was caught up to God and to his throne, 6 and
the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by
God, in which she is to be nourished for 1,260 days.

The continuation of the second interlude
The interlude in chapters 12-14 introduces seven primary characters:
•

The woman

•

The dragon

•

A male child

•

Michael

•

Israel, the remnant of the woman’s seed

•

The beast out of the sea

•

The beast out of the earth

The woman and the dragon (Rev. 12:1-6)
•

The woman represents the godly remnant of Israel standing true to God
during the Tribulation or, more broadly, the nation of Israel.

•

The great red dragon is identified in 12:9 as Satan.

•

The dragon is seen in 12:4 as awaiting the birth of the child with the
intent to destroy it as soon as it is born (Gen. 3:15).

•

12:5 further verifies this as a reference to Jesus – ruling with a rod of
iron (Ps. 2:9) and ascending to the Father in heaven.

•

The woman fleeing to the desert refers to a portion of Israel being
preserved through the second half (3 ½ years) of the Tribulation.

Satan cast down to the earth (Rev. 12:7-17)
•

Michael and his holy angels wage war in heaven against Satan and his
evil angels and defeat them.

•

Satan and his angels are cast down to earth and no longer have access
into the presence of God (12:10).

•

It is likely that Satan’s fall occurred at the time of the seals and perhaps
before the first seal and thus begins the Tribulation.

•

Satan strives with all his power to persecute and exterminate the
people of Israel.

•

By divine intervention, both natural and supernatural means are used to
carry a remnant of Israel through their time of Great Tribulation.

Revelation 13:1-5
1 And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads,

with ten diadems on its horns and blasphemous names on its heads.
2 And the beast that I saw was like a leopard; its feet were like a bear's,
and its mouth was like a lion's mouth. And to it the dragon gave his power
and his throne and great authority. 3 One of its heads seemed to have a
mortal wound, but its mortal wound was healed, and the whole earth
marveled as they followed the beast. 4 And they worshiped the dragon, for
he had given his authority to the beast, and they worshiped the beast,
saying, “Who is like the beast, and who can fight against it?”
5 And the beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous

words, and it was allowed to exercise authority for forty-two months.

The beast rising out of the sea
•

The first beast symbolizes both an individual (the Antichrist) and the
revived Roman Empire he rules (Dan. 7).

•

The mortal wound (13:3) on one of the heads and its healing could
represent the comeback of the Roman Empire or it could be the
assassination and resurrection (by Satan) of the Antichrist as a
striking imitation of the death and resurrection of Christ.

•

The dragon (Satan) and the beast will be worshipped (13:4).

•

His role as ruler over all nations does not begin until the time of the
3 ½-year Great Tribulation period.

Titles of the coming world ruler
•

The little horn (Dan. 7:8)

•

A king, insolent and skilled in intrigue (Dan. 8:23)

•

The prince who is to come (Dan. 9:26)

•

The willful king (Dan. 11:36)

•

The man of lawlessness (2 Thess. 2:3)

•

The son of destruction (2 Thess. 2:3)

•

The Antichrist (1 John 2:18, 22)

•

The rider on the white horse (Rev. 6:2)

•

The beast out of the sea (Rev. 13:1-2)

Revelation 13:11-15
11 Then I saw another beast rising out of the earth. It had two horns like a
lamb and it spoke like a dragon. 12 It exercises all the authority of the first

beast in its presence, and makes the earth and its inhabitants worship the
first beast, whose mortal wound was healed. 13 It performs great signs,
even making fire come down from heaven to earth in front of people,
14 and by the signs that it is allowed to work in the presence of the beast
it deceives those who dwell on earth, telling them to make an image for
the beast that was wounded by the sword and yet lived. 15 And it was
allowed to give breath to the image of the beast, so that the image of the
beast might even speak and might cause those who would not worship
the image of the beast to be slain.

Revelation 13:16-18
16 Also it causes all, both small and great, both rich and poor, both free
and slave, to be marked on the right hand or the forehead, 17 so that no

one can buy or sell unless he has the mark, that is, the name of the beast
or the number of its name. 18 This calls for wisdom: let the one who has
understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a
man, and his number is 666.

The beast rising out of the earth
•

The second beast as also known as the false prophet (Rev. 16:13, 19:20,
and 20:10).

•

He looks like a harmless lamb but speaks like a deadly dragon (13:11).

•

He has a religious association with the first beast using miracles and
activities that cause people to worship his image (13:13-15).

•

All types of people are to receive a mark on their right hands or
foreheads that is necessary in order to buy or sell anything (13:16-17).

•

The number of the beast is 666. The number 6 in Scripture is the number
of man, symbolic of how humanity is constantly falling short of God’s
perfection, represented by the number 7.

666 – the number of the beast
• Gematria is a system for assigning
numerical values to letters of the
alphabet and computing a total value for
a word or phrase.
• Preterists have noted that a first-century
Hebrew spelling of Caesar Nero’s name
adds up to 666, thus supporting their
early date for the writing of Revelation.

Christ’s ultimate triumph (Rev. 14)
•

Chapter 14 is a series of visions looking ahead to and assuring readers
of Christ’s ultimate triumph and the final judgment of evil.

•

The 144,000 stand triumphantly with Christ on Mt. Zion at the
beginning of the millennium (14:1-5).

•

An angel flying overhead proclaims that God is about to begin the final
judgment (14:6-7).

•

Another angel announces the coming judgment of the evil city of
Babylon (14:8).

•

A third angel proclaims the doom of those who worship the beast and
have received the mark of the beast (14:9-11).

Christ’s ultimate triumph (concluded)
•

A voice from heaven pronounces a blessing who died during the
Tribulation as martyrs of the faith (14:12-13)

•

John then sees another vision of the final judgment.
•

An angel announces that the harvest of the earth is fully ripe and the
“one like a son of man” seated on a cloud swung his sickle across the
earth in an act of reaping (14:14-16).

•

Another angel swings a sharp sickle across the earth and gathers a
harvest of grapes which are thrown into the great winepress of the
wrath of God (14:17-20).

•

This harvest is a look forward to the warfare at Armageddon in
Revelation 19.
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The sign of the seven last plagues (Rev. 15)
•

John sees seven angels with the last seven plagues (15:1).

•

John also saw a group of people who were martyred by the beast
standing beside a sea of glass with harps in their hands singing praise
to God (15:2-4).

•

John then sees the seven angels with the seven plagues coming out of
the sanctuary of a heavenly tabernacle and being given seven golden
bowls full of the wrath of God (15:5-8).

•

The angels coming out of the sanctuary (Holy of Holies) indicate that
the judgments to be poured out stem from the holiness of God.

The seven bowls of God’s wrath (Rev. 16)
•

Bowl 1 – poured out on the earth: painful sores on Antichrist worshipers.

•

Bowl 2 – into the sea which turns to blood.

•

Bowl 3 – into the rivers and springs of water which turn to blood.
•

The blood in bowls 2 and 3 is just judgment for the martyred saints.

•

Bowl 4 – on the sun, scorching people by the fierce heat.

•

Bowl 5 – on the throne of the beast, plunging its kingdom into darkness.

•

Bowl 6 – on the river Euphrates, drying up its water and preparing for an
invasion by the kings from the east who assemble at Armageddon.

•

Bowl 7 – upon the air, causing catastrophic destruction.

Location of Armageddon
• Armageddon is made up of two
words in Hebrew – har (mountain)
and Megiddo (a city in the northern
part of ancient Israel).
• Excavations have unearthed 26
layers of ruins.
• The city of Megiddo overlooks a
large, beautiful valley known as
the Plain of Esdraelon.
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Babylon
•

In Scripture, Babylon refers both
to a city and the pagan religious
system associated with it.

•

It is first mentioned in the story of
the tower of Babel (Gen. 11:1-11)
which was man’s organized
rebellion against God.

•

Located on Euphrates River in
what is now modern-day Iraq.

•

It was the capital of the powerful
empire under Nebuchadnezzar.

Pieter Bruegel the Elder (c. 1563)

The destruction of Babylon (Rev. 17)
•

Chapters 17 and 18 are another parenthetical section that provides
supplementary information about events in the Tribulation.

•

In Scripture, Babylon refers both to a city and the pagan religious system
associated with it.

•

Chapter 17 deals with Babylon as a religious system while Chapter 18
deals with the political and economic aspects of Babylon.

•

John is shown a vision of a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was full
of blasphemous names which had seven heads and ten horns (17:3).

•

In 17:5, the woman is identified as Babylon, the mother or source of all
false religion.

The seven heads of the beast
9 This calls for a mind with wisdom: the seven heads are seven
mountains on which the woman is seated; 10 they are also seven

kings, five of whom have fallen, one is, the other has not yet
come, and when he does come he must remain only a little while.
11 As for the beast that was and is not, it is an eighth but it
belongs to the seven, and it goes to destruction.
• The seven heads and mountains are seven successive empires, with
the seven kings as heads.
• The eighth empire is the final form of world government during the
Great Tribulation.

The Gentile empires
1.

Egypt (Pharaohs)

2.

Assyria (Assyrian kings)

3.

Neo-Babylon (Nebuchadnezzar)

4.

Medo-Persia (Cyrus)

5.

Greece (Alexander the Great)

6.

Historical Roman Empire (Caesars)

7.

Revived Roman Empire (ten horns or kings) (17:1)

8.

Final Gentile world kingdom (Antichrist)

Destruction of false religion of Babylon
•
•

•

•
•

The establishment of the false religion occurs in the first 3 ½ years.
There is some religious freedom during that period as the Jews are
allowed to worship in the rebuilt temple with the sacrificial system
reinstated.
The woman sitting on he beast (17:3) indicates that she is supported
by the political power of the beast, but she also has a dominant role
and at least outwardly controls and directs the beast.
At the mid-point of the Tribulation, the beast and the 10 kings destroy
the woman in a very graphic way (17:16-18).
The beast replaces the apostate church he has destroyed with
worship of himself as he proclaims himself dictator of the world.

Fall of the city of Babylon (Rev. 18)
•

John sees another angel coming down from heaven to announce the fall
of the commercial and economic system that Babylon represents (18:1,
3, 11-19).

•

Her destruction is lamented by kings (political leaders) (18:9-10) and
merchants and all whose trade is on the sea (18:11-19).

•

There is rejoicing in heaven that God’s judgment on Babylon has brought
recompense for the martyrdom of saints (18:20).

•

This event occurs quickly (8:10, 17) near the end of the Great Tribulation
just before the return of Jesus Christ.
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Rejoicing in heaven (Rev. 19)
•

John then heard a great multitude in heaven praising God for judgment of
Babylon which has avenged the blood of the martyrs. He is praised for his
salvation, glory, and power (19:1-3), answering the appeal of martyred
saints in 6:10 for God’s righteous judgment on their persecutors.

•

The twenty-four elders and four living creatures add their praise (19:4).

•

A voice coming from the throne calls all of God’s servants to praise him.

•

In antiphonal response, John hears the voice of a great multitude speaking
with a majestic sound like roaring waters and thunder, saying “Hallelujah!
For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns” (19:5-6)

Marriage supper of the Lamb
•

This event represents the wedding feast that was the final phase in an
ancient wedding.

•

The church is not specifically called the “bride of Christ” in the NT, but
this metaphor is implied from Eph. 5:25-27 and 2 Cor. 11:2.

•

Israel cannot be the bride or even part of the bride because the OT
Israelite believers will not experience resurrection until after Christ
returns to the earth.

•

This event takes place on earth either at the start of the millennium or
throughout the millennium.

Revelation 19:11-16
11 Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting

on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and
makes war. 12 His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many
diadems, and he has a name written that no one knows but himself. 13 He
is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called is
The Word of God. 14 And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen,
white and pure, were following him on white horses. 15 From his mouth
comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and he will
rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the
wrath of God the Almighty. 16 On his robe and on his thigh he has a name
written, King of kings and Lord of lords.

The rider on a white horse
•

Christ is pictured as a rider on a white horse drawn from the custom of a
conqueror riding on a white horse as a sign of triumph.

•

According to Zech. 14:3-4 he will come to the Mount of Olives, where he
ascended to heaven in Acts 1.

•

In the Olivet Discourse (Matt. 24:27-31), Jesus said that his coming will
be a glorious event, preceded by cosmic phenomena pictured in
Revelation, that all the world, both believers and unbelievers, will see.

•

The “armies of heaven arrayed in fine linen” that follow him (19:14)
likely include both the church and holy angels.

•

On the rider’s robe and thigh is written “King of kings and Lord of lords”
(19:16).

Revelation 19:19-21
19 And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth with their armies

gathered to make war against him who was sitting on the horse and
against his army. 20 And the beast was captured, and with it the false
prophet who in its presence had done the signs by which he deceived
those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped
its image. These two were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with
sulfur. 21 And the rest were slain by the sword that came from the mouth
of him who was sitting on the horse, and all the birds were gorged with
their flesh.

The battle of Armageddon
•

Armageddon is the climactic war of the Great Tribulation when the
Antichrist assembles all the armies of the earth to attack Israel and
attempt to finally eradicate the Jewish people.

•

This will be Satan’s last effort to get rid of the Jews and thwart the
promises of God.

•

In the end, there will be a series of battles in the land of Israel as
described in the OT and Revelation 14 and 16.

•

The battles will be spread out over 20,000 sq. miles from Megiddo in the
north to Edom and Bozrah in the south.

•

In the last phase of the warfare, the Antichrist will rally the remaining
troops to fight Christ and his army but will suffer total defeat.

Aftermath
•

•

Two events in the wake of this war:
•

The birds of the air will gather to feed on the carnage (19:17-21
and Matt. 24:28).

•

The Antichrist and the false prophet will be cast into the lake of
fire (19:20).

There will be no more war on earth for 1,000 years.

Dispensational Premillennial timeline of Tribulation

Beginning

Covenant with Israel
Temple rebuilt
New Roman Empire

First 3 ½
years

Seal judgments
144,000 Jews
Gog invades Israel
Satan cast out of
heaven

Midpoint

Antichrist breaks covenant
Abomination of desolation
Antichrist killed
Faithful remnant flees
Antichrist raised from dead
Antichrist controls kings
Two witnesses begin work
Religious Babylon destroyed

Second 3 ½
years

Worship of Antichrist
Mark of the beast
Antichrist world ruler
Trumpet judgments
Intensified persecution

End

Bowl judgments
War begins
Commercial Babylon
destroyed
Two witnesses killed
Christ returns and
defeats armies
Birds feed on carnage

Progressive Parallelism view of Revelation
1:1-3:22

The seven churches

4:1-7:17

The seven seals

8:1-11:19

The seven trumpets

12:1-14:20

The seven visions or “signs”

15:1-16:21

The seven bowls

17:1-19:21

Final judgment of Babylon and the beast

20:1-22:21

Final judgment and new heaven and earth

Overview
•

•

Chapters 1-11 show spiritual conflict between the church and the world.
•

The letters speak of pressures on Christians to compromise coming from
inside and outside of the church.

•

The seals reveal that spiritual forces of evil are unleashed against believer
and unbeliever alike, through the command of the resurrected Christ.

•

The trumpets demonstrate God’s judgment on hardened humanity.

•

Within all this, sections are included to show how God’s people will be
protected spiritually throughout the times of trouble and persecution.

Chapters 12-22 focus on the spiritual warfare between God and Satan and
his agents that cause the conflict between the church and the world.

Overview (concluded)
•

•

Chapters 12-14 introduces the main characters that oppose Christ and the
church.
•

The dragon (12:3)

•

The beast out of the sea (13:2)

•

The beast out of the earth (13:11)

•

The harlot Babylon (14:8)

•

Those who have the mark of the beast (14:9)

The visions in chapters 15-22 illustrate the doom awaiting each of these.
•

Those who have the mark of the beast (chapters 15-16)

•

The harlot Babylon and the two beasts (chapters 17-19)

•

The dragon (chapters 20-22)

Chapter 12 – The woman and the dragon
•

The woman is identified with Israel and as being the Messiah’s mother.

•

The dragon is Satan and is pictured with symbols of wisdom and power.

•

The male child is Christ whose life is encapsulated briefly in 12:5 from
his birth to his ascension.

•

When Satan’s plot to destroy the Messiah is unsuccessful, he turns his
rage on the woman who flees into the wilderness.

•

The wilderness portrays a time of trial and testing, but nourishment and
protection is provided by God as well for the followers of the Messiah.

•

Satan’s being cast out of heaven indicates he has lost his access to God
to accuse believers. Because of the cross, his charges have no merit.

Chapter 13 – The two beasts
•

The agents that Satan uses to execute his persecution are identified as
the governing political, religious, and economic powers of the earth.

•

The first beast and its persecuting power has had various expressions
from Rome to the present day, some more overt and powerful than others.

•

Satan, the first beast, and the second beast (false prophet) form an
unholy trio, a counterfeit Trinity as they deceive the world.

•

In 1 John 2:18-22, John says antichrist is coming but many antichrists
have come denying that Jesus is the Christ.

•

The mark of the beast is a counterfeit for the sealing of the saints (Rev. 7)
and denotes spiritual allegiance and ownership.

Chapter 14 – The second coming
•

This parallel section (chapters 12-14) which began with the birth of
Christ (12:5) now ends in 14:14-20 with the second coming of Christ
depicted as the harvest over which the Son of Man presides.

•

Two harvests are described, one of grain and one of grapes. It is likely
that both harvests are about the judging of the wicked.

Chapters 15-16 – The seven bowls
•

The bowls reveal more clearly that the trumpets are predominantly
directed against unbelieving humanity.

•

They demonstrate God’s righteous judgment against unbelievers for
their idolatry (16:2), persistent non-repentance (16:9, 11), and
persecution of the saints (16:6), all of which reveal their hardness of
heart.

•

The battle at Armageddon is symbolic for the consummate and decisive
defeat by Christ of all his enemies on the final day.

•

The completion of God’s wrath in judgment on rebellious humans
associated with the seventh bowl is affirmed by the voice from heaven
saying, “it is done” (16:17)

Chapters 17-19 – Babylon and the second coming
•

Rev. 17:1-19:10 is a large interpretive snapshot of the sixth and seventh
bowls, which foretold the judgment of Babylon.

•

Babylon is the universal or world system of unbelief, idolatry, and
apostasy that opposes and persecutes the people of God.

•

The image of a harlot is designed to emphasize the sensual and
seductive appeal by which she seeks to lure people away from Jesus.

•

Rev. 19:11-21 provides an expanded description of the last battle in
which Christ returns and triumphs over the forces of evil.

Concluding comments
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