
Contend Earnestly for the Faith
Part 3

“I now feel 
compelled instead 
to write to 
encourage you to 
contend earnestly 
for the faith that 
was once for all 
entrusted to the 
saints.”

Jude 1:3b NET
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Contend Earnestly for the Faith

Series Outline

Questions:

1. What is the “Faith that was once for all delivered to the saints?”
2. Who were the saints?
3. How did they contend earnestly for the faith?

Topics:

1. Christian Orthodoxy
2. The Problem of False Teaching
3. Apostolic and Early Church Fathers
4. Church History
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Jesus had commissioned his apostles “so that they might be with him 
and he might send them out to preach and have authority” (Mark 3:14-
15). When Jesus sent out the twelve, he reminds them that “For it is 
not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through 
you” (Matt 10:20). Thus, he is able to give a warning to those who reject 
the apostles’ authority: “If anyone will not receive you or listen to your 
words…it will be more bearable on the day of judgment for the land of 
Sodom and Gomorrah than for that town” (Matt 10:14).

In sum, the apostles had the very authority of Christ himself. They 
were his mouthpiece. As such, their teachings, along with the prophets, 
were the very foundation of the church.

http://michaeljkruger.com/ten-basic-facts-about-the-nt-canon-that-every-christian-should-memorize-3-the-new-testament-books-are-unique-because-they-are-apostolic-books/
http://michaeljkruger.com/ten-basic-facts-about-the-nt-canon-that-every-christian-should-memorize-3-the-new-testament-books-are-unique-because-they-are-apostolic-books/
http://www.esvbible.org/search/Mark%203.14/
http://www.esvbible.org/search/Matt%2010.20/
http://www.esvbible.org/search/Matt%2010.14/
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Paul describes the church as “built on the foundation of the apostles and 
the prophets” (Eph 2:20). If the church wanted to know the true Christian 
message, they would always need to look back to the teaching of the 
apostles.

...

In the end, the New Testament canon exists because of an early Christian 
belief that the apostles spoke for Christ.  That belief led Christians to 
value apostolic books.  And those apostolic books eventually formed the 
New Testament that we know today.

http://michaeljkruger.com/ten-basic-facts-about-the-nt-canon-that-every-christian-should-memorize-3-the-new-testament-books-are-unique-because-they-are-apostolic-books/
http://michaeljkruger.com/ten-basic-facts-about-the-nt-canon-that-every-christian-should-memorize-3-the-new-testament-books-are-unique-because-they-are-apostolic-books/
http://www.esvbible.org/search/Eph%202.20/
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Coram Deo …

before the face 
of God. That’s the 
big idea. Next to 
this idea our 
other goals and 
ambitions become 
mere trifles.

http://www.ligonier.org/learn/devotionals/apostolic-authority/
http://www.ligonier.org/learn/devotionals/apostolic-authority/
http://www.ligonier.org/blog/what-does-coram-deo-mean/
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The doctrine of apostolic succession is the belief that the 12 apostles 
passed on their authority to successors, who then passed the apostolic 
authority on to their successors, continuing throughout the 
centuries, even unto today.

The Roman Catholic Church sees Peter as the leader of the apostles, 
with the greatest authority, and therefore his successors carry on the 
greatest authority. The Roman Catholic Church combines this belief 
with the concept that Peter later became the first bishop of Rome, and 
that the Roman bishops that followed Peter were accepted by the early 
church as the central authority among all of the churches. 
Apostolic succession, combined with Peter’s supremacy among the 
apostles, results in the Roman bishop being the supreme authority of 
the Catholic Church – the Pope.

Is Apostolic Succession Biblical?
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However, nowhere in Scripture did Jesus, the apostles, or any other New 
Testament writer set forth the idea of “apostolic succession.” Further, 
neither is Peter presented as “supreme” over the other apostles. The 
apostle Paul, in fact, rebukes Peter when Peter was leading others 
astray (Galatians 2:11-14).

Yes, the apostle Peter had a prominent role. Yes, perhaps the apostle 
Peter was the leader of the apostles (although the book of Acts 
records the apostle Paul and Jesus’ brother James as also having 
prominent leadership roles). Whatever the case, Peter was not the 
“commander” or supreme authority over the other apostles. Even if 
apostolic succession could be demonstrated from Scripture, which it 
cannot, apostolic succession would not result in Peter’s successors 
being absolutely supreme over the other apostles’ successors.

Is Apostolic Succession Biblical?
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Catholics point to Matthias being chosen to replace Judas as the 
twelfth apostle in Acts chapter 1 as an example of apostolic 
succession. While Matthias did indeed “succeed” Judas as an apostle, 
this is in no sense an argument for continuing apostolic succession. 
Matthias being chosen to replace Judas is only an argument for the 
church replacing ungodly and unfaithful leaders (such as Judas) 
with godly and faithful leaders (such as Matthias). Nowhere in the 
New Testament are any of the twelve apostles recorded as passing on 
their apostolic authority to successors. Nowhere do any of the 
apostles predict that they will pass on their apostolic authority. No, 
Jesus ordained the apostles to build the foundation of the church 
(Ephesians 2:20).

Is Apostolic Succession Biblical?
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What is the foundation of the church that the apostles built? The New 
Testament – the record of the deeds and teachings of the apostles. The 
church does not need apostolic successors. The church needs the 
teachings of the apostles accurately recorded and preserved. And 
that is exactly what God has provided in His Word (Ephesians 1:13; 
Colossians 1:5; 2 Timothy 2:15; 4:2).

In short, apostolic succession is not biblical. The concept of apostolic 
succession is never found in Scripture. What is found in Scripture is 
that the true church will teach what the Scriptures teach and will 
compare all doctrines and practices to Scripture in order to 
determine what is true and right. The Roman Catholic Church claims 
that a lack of ongoing apostolic authority results in doctrinal 
confusion and chaos. It is an unfortunate truth (that the apostles 
acknowledged) that false teachers would arise (2 Peter 2:1).

Is Apostolic Succession Biblical?
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Admittedly, the lack of “supreme authority” among non-Catholic 
churches results in many different interpretations of the Bible. 
However, these differences in interpretation are not the result of 
Scripture being unclear. Rather, they are the result of even non-
Catholic Christians carrying on the Catholic tradition of 
interpreting Scripture in accordance with their own traditions. If 
Scripture is studied in its entirety and in its proper context, the truth 
can be easily determined. Doctrinal differences and denominational 
conflicts are a result of some Christians refusing to agree with what 
Scripture says – not a result of there being no “supreme authority” to 
interpret Scripture.

Is Apostolic Succession Biblical?
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Alignment with scriptural teaching, not apostolic succession, is the 
determining factor of the trueness of a church. What is mentioned in 
Scripture is the idea that the Word of God was to be the guide that the 
church was to follow (Acts 20:32). It is Scripture that was to be the 
infallible measuring stick for teaching and practice (2 Timothy 3:16-17). 
It is the Scriptures that teachings are to be compared with (Acts 17:10-
12). Apostolic authority was passed on through the writings of the 
apostles, not through apostolic succession.
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The Book of Acts Gospel of Matthew
[Mt 10:1–4]

Gospel of Mark
[Mk 3:13–19]

Gospel of Luke
[Lk 6:12–16]

Gospel of John

Peter Simon Simon ("to whom he 
gave the name Peter")

Simon ("whom he 
named Peter")

Simon Peter / 
Cephas

("who is called Peter")

Andrew Andrew
Andrew

Andrew ("his 
brother")

Andrew ("brother 
of Simon Peter")("his [Peter's] brother")

James James James ("son of 
Zebedee") / one of the 

"Boanerges"
James

one of the "sons 
of Zebedee"

("son of Zebedee")

John John
("his [James's] brother")

John ("brother of 
James") / one of the 

"Boanerges"
John

one of the "sons 
of Zebedee" / 

thought to be 
the "disciple 
whom Jesus 

loved"

Philip Philip Philip Philip Philip

Bartholomew Bartholomew Bartholomew Bartholomew Nathanael

Thomas Thomas Thomas Thomas
Thomas ("also 

called Didymus")

Matthew Matthew
Matthew Matthew not mentioned

("the tax collector")

James
(son of Alphaeus)

James James ("son of 
Alphaeus")

James ("son of 
Alphaeus")

not mentioned
("son of Alphaeus")

Judas
(son of James)

Thaddaeus Thaddaeus
Jude ("son of 

James")
Jude ("not 

Iscariot")[14:22]

Simon the Zealot Simon Simon ("the 
Cananean")

Simon ("who was 
called the 

Zealot")
not mentioned

("the Cananean")

Judas
(replaced by Matthias)

Judas Iscariot Judas Iscariot Judas Iscariot
Judas ("son of 

Simon Iscariot")
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Other Apostles Mentioned in the New Testament

Person called apostle
Where in 
Scripture

Notes

Barnabas Acts 14:14

Andronicus
&

Junia
Rom 16:7

Paul states that Andronicus and Junia were "of note among the 
apostles." This has been traditionally interpreted in one of two 
ways:
1) That Andronicus and Junia were "of note among the apostles," 
that is, distinguished apostles.
2) That Andronicus and Junia were "well known among the 
apostles" meaning "well known to the apostles“

Historically it has been virtually impossible to tell which of the 
two views were correct. The second view, in recent years, has been 
defended from a scholarly perspective by Daniel Wallace and 
Michael Burer.

Silas 1 Thes. 1:1, 2:6
Referred to as one along with Timothy and Paul, he also 
performs the functioning of an apostle as Paul's companion in 
Paul's second missionary journey in Acts 15:40ff.

Timothy 1 Thes. 1:1, 2:6

Timothy is referred to as an apostle in along with Silas and Paul. 
However, in 2 Cor. 1:1 he is only called a "brother" when Paul 
refers to himself as "an apostle of Christ". Timothy performs many 
of the functions of an apostle in the commissioning of Paul in 1st 
and 2nd Timothy, though in those epistles Paul refers to him as 
his "son" in the faith.

Apollos 1 Cor. 4:9 included among "us apostles" along with Paul and Cephas (Peter). 
(see also: 4:6, 3:22, and 3:4-6)
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Apostolic Chain of Custody
From Jesus to the 4th Century Councils

John Ignatius, Papias, Polycarp, Iranaeus, 
Hippolytus

Paul Linus, Clement, Evaristus, Alexander, 
Sixtus, Telesphorus, Hyginus, Pius, Justin 
Martyr, Tatian

Peter Mark, Anianus, Avillius, Kedron, 
Primus, Justus, Pantaenus, Clement, Origen, 
Pamphilus, EusebiusContend

Earnestly
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4NFWZEd86aVEpQ7B3YxXPhUEf-

Dr. Ryan Reeves

Gordon-Conwell
•Assistant Dean of the Jacksonville Campus;
•Associate Professor of Historical Theology

Degrees:
•B.A. (Samford University)
•M.A. and M.Div. (Reformed Theological Seminary)
•Ph.D. (University of Cambridge)
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Fathers
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