
Contend Earnestly for the Faith
Part 6

“I now feel compelled 
instead to write to 
encourage you to 
contend earnestly for 
the faith that was once 
for all entrusted to 
the saints.”

Jude 1:3b NET
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Contend Earnestly for the Faith

Series Outline

Questions:

1. What is the “Faith that was once for all delivered to the saints?”
2. Who were the saints?
3. How did they contend earnestly for the faith?

Topics:

1. Christian Orthodoxy
2. The Problem of False Teaching
3. Apostolic and Early Church Fathers
4. Church History
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Apostolic Chain of Custody
From Jesus to the 4th Century Councils

John Ignatius, Papias, Polycarp, Iranaeus, 
Hippolytus

Paul Linus, Clement, Evaristus, Alexander, 
Sixtus, Telesphorus, Hyginus, Pius, Justin 
Martyr, Tatian

Peter Mark, Anianus, Avillius, Kedron, 
Primus, Justus, Pantaenus, Clement, Origen, 
Pamphilus, EusebiusContend
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Iranaeus Irenaeus (ca. 125-202), Bishop of Lyons 

Iranaeus was probably born about the year 125, in one of those maritime 
provinces of Asia Minor where the memory of the apostles was still 
cherished and where Christians were numerous. He was most 
influenced by Polycarp who had known the apostles or their 
immediate disciples. 

Many Asian priests and missionaries brought the gospel to the pagan 
Gauls and founded a local church. To this church of LyonS, Irenaeus 
came to serve as a priest under its first bishop, Pothinus, an oriental 
like himself. In the year 177, Irenaeus was sent to Rome. This mission 
explains how it was that he was not called upon to share in the 
martyrdom of Pothinus during the terrible persecution in Lyons. 
When he returned to Lyons it was to occupy the vacant bishopric. By 
this time, the persecution was over. It was the spread of gnosticism in 
Gaul, and the ravages it was making among the Christians of his 
diocese, that inspired him to undertake the task of exposing its errors. 
He produced a treatise in five books in which he sets forth fully the 
inner doctrines of the various sects, and afterwards contrasts them 
with the teaching of the Apostles and the text of the Holy Scripture. 

http://www.ccel.org/ccel/irenaeus
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Iranaeus His work, written in Greek but quickly translated to Latin, was widely 
circulated and succeeded in dealing a death-blow to gnosticism. At 
any rate, from that time onwards, it ceased to offer a serious menace 
to the Catholic faith. 

The date of death of Irenaeus is not known, but it is believed to be in 
the year 202. The bodily remains of Irenaeus were buried in a crypt 
under the altar of what was then called the church of St. John, but 
was later known by the name of Irenaeus himself. This tomb or shrine 
was destroyed by the Calvinists in 1562, and all trace of his relics seems 
to have perished.

http://www.ccel.org/ccel/irenaeus
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Martyr

Christians have always had to respond to the philosophies of their 
age. The first in a long line of Christian philosophers was Justin. But he 
was more than just an egghead academic. He addressed his arguments 
to the mighty Roman emperor himself, and ended up pouring out his 
life in a courageous defense of the faith.

Flavius Justinus was born in Samaria, near where Jesus had talked to 
the Samaritan woman by the well (John 4). Justin, too, thirsted after 
truth and eventually drank of the water Jesus offered. He was the 
first Christian philosopher to explain Christianity in terms familiar 
to Stoics and the followers of Plato.

As a well-born Roman, Justin received a classical education in Greek 
and Latin. Searching for truth, he studied various popular 
philosophies. But none of them filled his hungry heart. The Stoics 
showed little concern with whether God cared for man or not. The 
followers of Aristotle's philosophy were more interested in 
collecting fees than in teaching truth. The Pythagoraens required 
intensive preparation in music, arithmetic, and geometry. Finding 
these philosophies empty, Justin became a Platonist because he admired 
the notions of the invisible world held by Socrates and Plato.
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About A.D. 132 while walking in contemplation by the sea, Justin met an 
old man whose name has been lost to history, but whose faithful 
witness has blessed the church down to this day. The old man talked 
with Justin and patiently showed him weaknesses in Plato's thinking 
that Justin had not seen before. Philosophers could not arrive at full 
spiritual truth through unassisted reason, said the old man. But the 
ancient prophets of Israel who knew God had revealed him and 
foretold the coming of the Christ. Justin listened and believed.
He continued as a teacher of philosophy, but he now explained 
Christianity as the true philosophy.

He believed that all truth was God's truth. Borrowing from the Gospel 
of John's treatment of the Word ("Logos" in Greek), Justin taught that 
any truth in the Greek or pagan philosophies was the Word or Logos 
reaching out to sinful humanity. He believed Plato's God was the God 
of the Bible and Socrates was a Christian before Christ, just as Abraham 
was. Moses and the Old Testament writings were older than the Greek 
philosophies, and any truth the Greeks had was borrowed from the 
Jewish prophets.
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Justin ardently defended the Christian faith against pagans, Jews, and 
heretics. He taught in Rome at the house of Martinus on the Via 
Tiburtine and wrote works which equipped Christians for generations 
to come. His Apology, written about 150 and addressed to Emperor 
Antoninus Pius, appealed for justice and liberty for Christians

Christianity was a persecuted minority in Justin's day, and his Apology
showed the reasonableness of Christian truth. After refuting baseless 
accusations against Christians, such as that they had cannibalistic 
rituals and engaged in gross immorality, Justin contrasted the moral 
power of Christ's teaching with irrational pagan fables. Justin 
appealed to the emperor: 

"if these things seem to you to be reasonable and true, honor 
them; but if they seem nonsensical, despise them as nonsense, and 
do not decree death against them who have done no wrong...For 
we forewarn you, that you shall not escape the coming judgment 
of God...“
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Not only did Justin teach Christianity as the ultimate truth and write 
in its defense, he also defended Christianity in public discussions. Two 
men he publicly debated in Rome were the heretic Marcion and the 
Cynic philosopher Crescens.

It seems that Crescens was hot at being defeated in public debate and 
brought Justin and six of his students to the attention of the Roman 
prefect, Rusticus, around the year 165. When the Christian believers 
refused to sacrifice to the Roman gods as demanded, they were 
condemned, scourged, and beheaded. Standing a firm witness to 
Christian truth even in death, Justin gained the name "Martyr" by 
which he is still known.Relics of St. Justin and other early 

Church martyrs can be found in 
the lateral altar dedicated to St. 
Anne and St. Joachim at the 
Jesuit's Church in Valletta, Malta. 
The church of St. John the Baptist 
in Sacrofano, a few miles north of 
Rome, also claims to have his 
relics.
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Tatian Tatian of Adiabene, or Tatian the Syrian, or Tatian the Assyrian
(c. 120 – c. 180 AD) was a Syrian Christian writer and theologian of the 
2nd century. 

Tatian's most influential work is the Diatessaron, a Biblical 
paraphrase, or "harmony", of the four gospels that became the 
standard text of the four gospels in the Syriac-speaking churches 
until the 5th-century, after which it gave way to the four separate 
gospels in the Peshitta version.

Concerning the date and place of his birth, little is known beyond 
what Tatian tells about himself in his Oratio ad Graecos: that he was 
born in "the land of the Assyrians"; (referring to Syria) Tatian was not 
born in geographical Assyria (Mesopotamia), he was born to the west 
of the Euphrates (Syria) scholarly consensus is that he died c. 185 AD, 
perhaps in Adiabene. 

He traveled to Rome, where he first encountered Christianity. During 
his prolonged stay in Rome, according to his own representation, his 
abhorrence of the pagan cults sparked deep reflections on religious 
problems. Through the Old Testament, he wrote, he grew convinced of 
the unreasonableness of paganism. He adopted the Christian religion

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tatian
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and became the pupil of Justin Martyr. During this period Christian 
philosophers competed with Greek sophists. Like Justin, Tatian opened a 
Christian school in Rome. It is not known how long he labored in 
Rome without being disturbed.

Knowledge of Tatian's life following the death of Justin in 165 AD is to 
some extent obscure. Irenaeus remarks that after the death of Justin, 
he was expelled from the church for his Encratitic (ascetic) views. 
(Eusebius claims he founded the Encratitic sect), as well as for being a 
follower of the gnostic leader Valentinius. It is clear that Tatian left 
Rome, perhaps to reside for a while in either Greece or Alexandria, 
where he may have taught Clement of Alexandria. Epiphanius relates 
that Tatian established a school in Mesopotamia, the influence of 
which extended to Antioch in Syria, and was felt in Cilicia and 
especially in Pisidia.

The early development of the Syrian church furnishes a commentary 
on the attitude of Tatian in practical life. Thus for Aphraates baptism 
conditions the taking of a vow in which the catechumen promises 
celibacy. This shows how firmly the views of Tatian were established in 
Syria, and it supports the supposition that Tatian was the missionary of 
the countries around the Euphrates.

Tatian

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tatian
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His Oratio ad Graecos (Address to the Greeks) condemns paganism as 
worthless, and praises the reasonableness and high antiquity of 
Christianity. As early as Eusebius, Tatian was praised for his discussions 
of the antiquity of Moses and of Jewish legislation, and it was because 
of this chronological section that his Oratio was not generally 
condemned.

His other major work was the Diatessaron, a "harmony" or synthesis of 
the four New Testament Gospels into a combined narrative of the life 
of Jesus. Ephrem the Syrian referred to it as the Evangelion da 
Mehallete ("The Gospel of the Mixed"), and it was practically the only 
gospel text used in Syria during the 3rd and 4th centuries.
In the 5th century, the Diatessaron was replaced in those Syrian 
churches that used it by the four original Gospels. Rabbula, Bishop of 
Edessa, ordered the priests and deacons to see that every church 
should have a copy of the separate Gospels (Evangelion da 
Mepharreshe), and Theodoret, Bishop of Cyrus, removed more than two 
hundred copies of the Diatessaron from the churches in his diocese.
A number of recensions of the Diatessaron are extant. The earliest, 
part of the Eastern family of recensions, is preserved in Ephrem's
Commentary on Tatian's work, which itself is preserved in two 
versions: an Armenian translation preserved in two copies, and a copy

Tatian
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of Ephrem's original Syriac text from the late 5th/early 6th century, 
which has been edited by Louis Lelow (Paris, 1966).

The earliest member of the Western family of recensions is the Latin 
Codex Fuldensis, written at the request of bishop Victor of Capua in 
545 AD. Although the text is clearly dependent on the Vulgate, the 
order of the passages is distinctly how Tatian arranged them. Tatian's
influence can be detected much earlier in such Latin manuscripts as 
the Old Latin translation of the Bible, in Novatian's surviving 
writings, and in the Roman Antiphony. After the Codex Fuldensis, it 
would appear that members of the Western family led an 
underground existence, popping into view over the centuries in an 
Old High German translation (c. 830), a Dutch (c. 1280), a Venetian 
manuscript of the 13th century, and a Middle English manuscript from 
1400 that was once owned by Samuel Pepys.

In a lost writing entitled On Perfection according to the Doctrine 
of the Savior, Tatian designates matrimony as a symbol of the tying of 
the flesh to the perishable world and ascribed the "invention" of 
matrimony to the devil. He distinguishes between the old and the new 
man; the old man is the law, the new man the Gospel. Other lost 
writings of Tatian include a work written before the Oratio ad

Tatian
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Graecos that contrasts the nature of man with the nature of the 
animals, and a Problematon biblion, which aimed to present a 
compilation of obscure Scripture sayings.

The starting-point of Tatian's theology is a strict monotheism which 
becomes the source of the moral life. Originally, the human soul 
possessed faith in one God, but lost it with the fall. In consequence, 
under the rule of demons, man sank into the abominable error of 
polytheism. By monotheistic faith, the soul is delivered from the 
material world and from demonic rule and is united with God. God is 
spirit (pneuma), but not the physical or stoical pneuma; he was alone 
before the creation, but he had within himself potentially the whole 
creation. Some scholars consider Tatian's creation theology as the 
beginning of teaching "ex nihilo" (creation from "nothing"). The means 
of creation was the dynamis logike ("power expressed in words"). At 
first there proceeded from God the Logos who, generated in the 
beginning, was to produce the world by creating matter from which 
the whole creation sprang. Creation is penetrated by the pneuma
hylikon, "world spirit," which is common to angels, stars, men, animals, 
and plants. This world spirit is lower than the divine pneuma, and 
becomes in man the psyche or "soul," so that on the material side and 
in his soul man does not differ essentially from the animals; though

Tatian
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at the same time he is called to a peculiar union with the divine spirit, 
which raises him above the animals. This spirit is the image of God in 
man, and to it man's immortality is due.

The first-born of the spirits fell and caused others to fall, and thus 
the demons originated. The fall of the spirits was brought about 
through their desire to separate man from God, in order that he 
might serve not God but them. Man, however, was implicated in this 
fall, lost his blessed abode and his soul was deserted by the divine 
spirit, and sank into the material sphere, in which only a faint 
reminiscence of God remained alive.

As by freedom man fell, so by freedom he may turn again to God. The 
Spirit unites with the souls of those who walk uprightly; through the 
prophets he reminds men of their lost likeness to God. Although 
Tatian does not mention the name of Jesus, his doctrine of redemption 
culminates in his Christology.

Tatian
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"Let us remove the ignorance and darkness that spreads like a mist 
over our sight, and let us get a vision of the true God."

New Age thought is really not all that new, nor WAs the twentieth 
century the first time Christians have been forced to respond to this 
strain of religious teaching. One early form of New Age type thinking 
was Gnosticism, which flourished in the second and third centuries, 
and one of the most effective Christian responders was Clement of 
Alexandria.

He was born Titus Flavius Clemens, most likely to pagan parents in 
Athens. As an adult, he sought out truth from a number of teachers in 
Greece, lower Italy, Syria, Palestine, and finally Alexandria, a city of 
perhaps one million inhabitants. There he sat under Pantaenus, who 
taught Christianity in light of the scientific teachings of the day.
In about 190, Clement opened his own "school," which was more like a 
cycle of conferences drawn out over years. He taught a "new 
philosophy" that addressed the cultural and philosophical concerns 
of the day. The "philosophy" was not all that new—Christianity—but 
Clement's teaching of it was. He wrote three books to expound his 
views.

Clement of 
Alexandria

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clement_of_Alexandria
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His Exhortation to the Greeks was an introductory philosophical 
work for the unbaptized, in which he attempted to show the 
reasonableness of the Christian faith. "Away then, away with our 
forgetfulness of the truth!" he exhorted. "Let us remove the 
ignorance and darkness that spreads like a mist over our sight, and 
let us get a vision of the true God.“

In Instructor, he outlined the specific duties and ethics taught by the 
"Instructor" (i.e., the Logos, or Christ): "Our superintendence in 
instruction and discipline is the office of the Word [Logos, in Greek], 
from whom we learn frugality and humility, and all that pertains to 
love of freedom, love of man, and love of excellence.“

His Miscellanies is a multicolored patchwork of teachings in 
advanced philosophy, ethics, and disciplined instruction for 
"Christian Gnostics" to lead them into esoteric knowledge (gnosis): 
"The man of understanding and discernment is, then, a Gnostic. And 
his business is not abstinence from what is evil ... or the doing of good 
out of fear ... nor any more is he to do so from hope of promised 
recompense ... but only the doing of good out of love, and for the sake 
of its own excellence is the Gnostic's choice.”

Clement of 
Alexandria

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clement_of_Alexandria
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If this sounds mystical, it is. Clement sought to reach the literati of 
his day, and Gnosticism was the rage. He sought to present the 
Christian faith in terms these people could recognize.

Clement didn't spend all his time on pagans but also sought to help 
the church. One of history's most famous sermons is Clement's. In it he 
tried to address a recurring problem in church history, but one 
which Christians were facing for the first time in his day: in light of 
Jesus' parable of the rich young ruler, what should rich Christians do 
with their wealth? Clement took an approach that has been debated 
but usually followed ever since.

Clement puts the issue this way: "Since possessions of one kind are 
within the soul, and those of another kind outside it, and these latter 
appear to be good if the soul uses them well, but if they are badly 
used—which of the two is it that he [Jesus] asks us to renounce?"
He answers, "The Lord admits the use of outward things, bidding us put 
away, not the means of living, but the things that use these badly. And 
these are ... the infirmities and passions of the soul.” In other words, it's 
our attitude toward possessions (i.e., greed), not the possessions 
themselves, that are the problem.

Clement of 
Alexandria
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Clement also advocated using the visual arts in worship at a time 
when some early Christians were reluctant to employ painting or 
drawing, fearing attention to their work might constitute idolatry. 
Clement concluded that Christians are not to depict pagan gods, nor 
sword or bow, nor wine cups, nor reminders of sexual immorality.
Instead, "Let our emblem be a dove, or a fish, or a ship running before 
the wind, or a musician's lyre, or a ship's anchor. And if there be a 
fisherman, he will remind us of an apostle, and little children being 
drawn up out of the water.“

His ministry, both in and outside the Alexandrian church, was cut 
abruptly short in 202, when persecution broke out during the reign of 
Emperor Septimius Severus. Clement was compelled to flee the city. He 
settled in Cappadocia, and by 215 had died.

But his influence did not end when his life did. He was, according to 
tradition, the teacher of Origen, a theologian of immense influence 
in the next generation. His mystical theology may have also 
influenced Psuedo-Dionysius, who was the theologian who shaped 
medieval mysticism. And in the 1700s, John Wesley drew on Clement's
depiction of the true Gnostic for help in describing Christian 
perfection.

Clement of 
Alexandria
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"We who by our prayers destroy all demons which stir up wars, violate 
oaths, and disturb the peace are of more help to the emperors than 
those who seem to be doing the fighting.“

This third century "religious fanatic" gave up his job, slept on the 
floor, ate no meat, drank no wine, fasted twice a week, owned no shoes, 
and reportedly castrated himself for the faith. He was also the most 
prolific scholar of his age (with hundreds of works to his credit), a 
first-rate Christian philosopher, and a profound student of the Bible.

Child prodigy Origen Adamantius ("man of steel") was born near 
Alexandria about A.D. 185. The oldest of seven children in a Christian 
home, he grew up learning the Bible and the meaning of commitment. 
In 202 when his father, Leonidas, was beheaded for his Christian beliefs, 
Origen wanted to die as a martyr, too. But his mother prevented him 
from even leaving the house—by hiding his clothes. To support his 
family, the 18-year-old Origen opened a grammar school, copied texts, 
and instructed catechumens (those seeking to become members of the 
church). He himself studied under the pagan philosopher Ammonius
Saccas in order to better defend his faith against pagan arguments. 
When a rich convert supplied him with secretaries, he began to write.

Origen
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Origen worked for 20 years on his Hexapla, a massive work of Old 
Testament analysis written to answer Jewish and Gnostic critics of 
Christianity. An examination of Biblical texts, it had six parallel 
columns: one in Hebrew, and the other five in various Greek 
translations, including one he found at Jericho in a jar. It became an 
important step in the development of the Christian canon and 
scriptural translation, but unfortunately it was destroyed. So massive 
was it that scholars doubt anyone ever copied it entirely.

This first Bible scholar analyzed the Scriptures on three levels: the 
literal, the moral, and the allegorical. As he put it, "For just as man 
consists of body, soul, and spirit, so in the same way does the Scripture." 
Origen, in fact, preferred the allegorical not only because it allowed 
for more spiritual interpretations, but many passages he found 
impossible to read literally: "Now what man of intelligence will 
believe that the first and the second and the third day … existed 
without the sun and moon and stars?" In any event, Origen's method 
of interpretation became the standard in the Middle Ages. Origen's 
main work, De Principiis (On First Principles), was the first systematic 
exposition of Christian theology ever written. In it he created a 
Christian philosophy, synthesizing Greek technique and biblical 
assumptions. Add to these massive works his homilies and

Origen
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commentaries, and it's clear why he was reputed to have kept seven 
secretaries busy and caused Jerome (c.354–420) to say in frustrated 
admiration, "Has anyone read everything that Origen wrote?"

Origen has always been controversial. His reported self-mutilation, in 
response to Matthew 19:12 ("… there are eunuchs who have made 
themselves eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven….") was 
condemned as a drastic misinterpretation of the text. In Palestine he 
preached without being ordained and was so condemned by his bishop, 
Demetrius. When on a second trip, he was ordained by the same bishops 
who had invited him to speak the first time, Demetrius sent him into 
exile.

While some of his writings are thought to have been hypothetical, 
Origen did teach that all spirits were created equal, existed before 
birth, and then fell from grace. Furthermore, "those rational beings 
who sinned and on account fell from the state in which they were, in 
proportion to their particular sins, were enslaved in bodies as 
punishment"—some demons, some men, and some angels. He also 
believed that all spirits, even Satan, could be saved. "The power of 
choosing between good and evil is within the reach of all," he wrote.
Most notably, however, Origen described the Trinity as a hierarchy

Origen
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not as an equality of Father, Son, and Spirit. And though he attacked 
Gnostic beliefs, like them, he rejected the goodness of material 
creation.

Three centuries after his death, the Council of Constantinople (553) 
pronounced him a heretic: "Whoever says or thinks that the 
punishment of demons and the wicked will not be eternal … let him be 
anathema.“

Some contend that Origen was merely trying to frame the faith in the 
ideas of his day; still his works were suppressed following his 
condemnation, so modern judgment is impossible.

Despite such condemnation, Origen said, "I want to be a man of the 
church … to be called … of Christ." His Contra Celsum, in fact, is one of 
the finest defenses of Christianity produced in the early church. 
Answering the charge that Christians, by refusing military service, 
fail the test of good citizenship, he wrote, "We who by our prayers 
destroy all demons which stir up wars, violate oaths, and disturb the 
peace are of more help to the emperors than those who seem to be 
doing the fighting.“

Origen
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The authorities, however, were not convinced: in 250 the emperor 
Decius had Origen imprisoned and tortured. He was deliberately kept 
alive in the hope that he would renounce his faith. But Decius died 
first and Origen went free. His health broken, Origen died shortly 
after his release.

Origen
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"I feel inadequate to do [church history] justice as the first to venture 
on such an undertaking, a traveler on a lonely and untrodden path.“

Imagine writing a comprehensive history of the church's last three 
centuries. Now imagine no one has ever written such a history before, 
so there's no single collection of key documents, no books profiling 
key figures, no chronology of major events, not even a fixed system of 
dates. When Eusebius, bishop of Caesarea, undertook such an effort, he 
felt trepidation: "I feel inadequate to do it justice as the first to 
venture on such an undertaking, a traveler on a lonely and 
untrodden path," he wrote in his introduction to the Church History 
(or Ecclesiastical History). "But I pray that God may guide me and the 
power of the Lord assist me, for I have not found even the footprints 
of any predecessors on this path, only traces in which some have left 
various accounts of the times in which they lived.“

For this ten-volume work, Eusebius is known as "the father of church 
history." But in his day, he was as much a maker of history as a recorder 
of it.

Eusebius
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There was once a biography of Eusebius, written by his successor as 
Caesarea's bishop, but like so many other documents, it is lost. So we 
know nothing for certain about this historian's early life. He was 
probably born in Palestine, certainly baptized at Caesarea and 
ordained a presbyter (elder) under his teacher and friend, Pamphilus. 
So closely did he follow this Origen devotee that he called himself 
Eusebius Pamphili, son of Pamphilus.

But in 303 came Diocletian who ordered his "great persecution," and 
Pamphilus was martyred within seven years. Eusebius too, was 
imprisoned but managed to avoid his mentor's fate. Around 313, about 
the time of Constantine's Edict of Milan, Eusebius became bishop of the 
Palestinian city. There he continued work on his church history, 
which he began during the persecutions. He also wrote a 15-volume 
refutation of paganism called Preparation, and Demonstration of the 
Gospel, demonstrating Christ's fulfillment of Old Testament 
prophecy; he also completed his Chronicle of world history.
Eusebius's history was not written simply to record the deeds of the 
church after Christ's ascension; he wanted to show that Christianity, 
with Constantine's conversion, was the pinnacle of humanity's long 
climb. The church had been an oppressed minority, but now it could 
enter a period of peace.

Eusebius
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Just as Eusebius was writing about Christianity's defeat of paganism, 
one of its greatest threats was developing on the inside. Arius, a 
presbyter from Libya, was gaining followers around the empire, 
teaching, "There was a time when the Son was not." Egyptian bishop 
Alexander and his chief deacon, Athanasius, fumed at the teaching. 
The argument spread throughout the empire, promising to rip the 
church in two. Constantine—God's chosen instrument, as Eusebius saw 
him—called the Council of Nicea to close the fissure.

Since his earliest days with Pamphilus, Eusebius was enthralled with 
the teachings of Origen, who has been criticized for 1,800 years for his 
belief that the Trinity was a hierarchy, not an equality. So Eusebius was 
less concerned with Arius's heresy than the threat of disunity in the 
church. When Arius was censured, Eusebius—who thought the entire 
debate brought Christianity the "most shameful ridicule"—was among 
the first to ask that he be reinstated.

At the Council of Nicea, Eusebius (whose name means "faithful") 
attempted to mediate between the Arians and the orthodox. But when 
the council was over and Arius was anathematized, Eusebius was 
reluctant to agree with its decision. He eventually signed the 
document the council produced, saying, "Peace is the object which we
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set before us." But a few years later, when the tables flipped and 
Arianism became popular, Eusebius criticized Athanasius, hero of the 
council. He even sat on the council that deposed him. Eusebius wasn't 
himself an Arian—he rejected the idea that "there was a time when the 
Son was not" and that Christ was created out of nothing. He simply 
opposed anti-Arianism.

As the Arian controversy continued to rage, Eusebius stayed in 
Caesarea—declining a promotion to become bishop of Antioch—and 
wrote. Among his most famous writings of this period was another 
history: a praise-filled Life of Constantine, his adored political 
leader.
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